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Three spectators gored to death at bull chase event in T.N.
RO | ched atop nearby il

SIVAGANGA

Three spectators were
gored to death by raging
bulls during the manjuvi-
rattu (bull chase) event at
Araliparai in Sivaganga in

locks witnessed the yearly
event.

The police said three
spectators, including an
ice cream vendor, a mi-
grant worker, lost their
lives, and 95 others were

ni, Pudukkottai, Madurai
and Tiruchi districts were
released from the vadi-va-
sal (entry point). More
than 70 bull tamers partici-
pated in the event. Addi-
tionally, over 500 bulls
were released in surround-

fied as Sundararajan, 34, of
Pudukkottai district, Ra-
manathan, 23, of Madurai
district and Jamalal Ji, 55,
of Rajasthan.

Further, 95 people were
injured. Medical camps set
up at the site provided in-

Tamil Nadu on Monday. injured after being gored ing fields. itial treatment, while 18 in-
As more than 600 bulls, by the bulls. Manjuvirattu held in Sivaganga on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT dividuals with severe inju-
which were released, The event was conduct- 95 injured ries were rushed to
charged through the ve- edaspartof Bala Dhanday- celebrations. For over 200  day of the festival. The event turned fatal Sivaganga and Singampu-
nue, men, women and uthapani Swamy Temple’s- years, the manjuvirattu is A total of 128 bulls from  when bulls gored three in-  nari government hospitals
children spectators Masi Magam festival being organised onthe 10®  Sivaganga, Dindigul, The-  dividuals who were identi-  for advanced care.

03Mar. Three spectators gored to death at a bull chase event in T.N.

afraTg W 99 dts SRIHH H I gxie] B #ia

e Three spectators were gored to death by raging bulls during the manjuvirattu (bull chase)
event at Araliparai in Sivaganga in Tamil Nadu on Monday.
AR &1 & Rrari ord & SRR & Sraifrd HafiReg (e 4rs) dripd &
R I J&f gRT A axfebl 1 Hid 81 TS|

e As more than 600 bulls, which were released, charged through the venue, men, women and
children spectators perched atop nearby hillocks witnessed the yearly event.
S € 600 | 3HfRP S BIS MY 3R I SH VA R 3IS, T3, 7 3R 9= U i
UEISdl IR S3aR 39 aIffes BRiH P 4T I8 1

e The police said three spectators, including an ice cream vendor, a migrant worker, lost their
lives, and 95 others were injured after being gored by the bulls.
g = SR o 1 g, ot smgaseia fashar oIk T yamedt weigR Ifia §, &1 A
B T8 3R 95 3T dd! §RT 91 g1 T

e The event was conducted as part of Bala Dhandayuthapani Swamy Temple’s Masi Magam
festival celebrations.
g HRIHH IdT YSRIYUT TR iR & AR 7710 IIT & dgd Siford faar T Tl

e For over 200 years, the manjuvirattu has been organised on the 10th day of the festival.
0% 200 auf ¥ AfaReg 39 3 & 104 f i fasan S @18

e Atotal of 128 bulls from Sivaganga, Dindigul, Theni, Pudukkottai, Madurai and Tiruchi
districts were released from the vadi-vasal (entry point).
Rragrim, f&Shga, 3, ggaies, gy ok fasfy el @ $dt 128 3 a1S)-aIa (WA §R) A
B8 |

¢ More than 70 bull tamers participated in the event.

3T HRIHH H 70 A 3iftr 9o UfRnerep! 5 4T for|

e Additionally, over 500 bulls were released in surrounding fields.

3P Sffafad, MU & &3 & 500 | it 9e SIS MU/

95 injured
95 YTaet

e The event turned fatal when bulls gored three individuals who were identified as
Sundararajan, 34, of Pudukkottai district, Ramanathan, 23, of Madurai district and
Jamalal Ji, 55, of Rajasthan.

Ig HRIHH q9 °Tadh g1 T 9 §all - dF faadl o urad R e, ﬁmﬁwg??{
?%W(M),u@ﬁlﬁ%wamaﬁ?ﬂﬁ@fﬁ%mﬁﬁﬁ(ss) LUk
I
e Further, 95 people were injured.
Y& {dTaT, 95 |RT 91d gUl

o Medical camps set up at the site provided initial treatment, while 18 individuals with severe
injuries were rushed to Sivaganga and Singampunari government hospitals for advanced
care.
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From lapis-laden trade routes to mass
armies: the changing value of blue

Blue travelled across empires as a marker of divinity, power, and painstaking labour; over time, its value shifted from rarity, ritual, and resonance to

performance, supply, and industrial production, revealing the ongoing dialogue between meaning and utility

" satwik Gade

rom the lapis-laden trade routes

of the Bronze Age, blue travelled

east and west, carrying with it

power, devotion, and value. By
the Kushan period, between the 2nd and
4th centuries CE, ultramarine pigment
was extracted from Afghan lapis lazuli
through a complex and painstaking
process of crushing it carefully and
treating it with beeswax to extract its
colour. The famous Kushan Buddha
sculptures, known as the Bamiyan
Buddhas, were colossal figures, carved
into cliffs and painted with deep, lustrous
blue. They were not merely artistic
creations — they were cosmological
statements. Blue marked divinity,
enclosing sacred space, linking material
effort with spiritual authority. The
pigment was painstakingly prepared,
expensive, and treasured; value was
precisely tied to measurement.

By the Renaissance, blue had crossed
continents and centuries to enter
Europe’s ateliers. Ultramarine was the
most coveted pigment: Michelangelo
applied it only sparingly, Raphael and
Leonardo reserved it for the Virgin Mary’s
robes, while Titian used it to heighten
divinity in his compositions. Papal and
noble patronage dictated its use, and
painters could afford it only for top coats

or sacred highlights. In this world, blue
carried both economic and symbolic
weight: to see it on canvas was to witness
power, sanctity, and painstaking labour
distilled into a single hue.

In the early 19th century, the
Napoleonic Wars transformed this
relationship. Blue, still precious, was no
longer solely symbolic. The blue of
European woad, cultivated locally for
centuries, was pale, inconsistent, and
labour-intensive. Indigo, imported
through colenial routes, yielded a deeper,
stable blue and could be scaled to mass
armies. In choosing indigo, Napoleon
aligned colour with efficiency, durability,
and control. Blue had become a matter of
supply. European culture came to signify
this break from sentimentality to the
steadfast pursuit of utilitarian values.

Uniforms were technologies of
discipline. They rendered bodies legible,
ranks visible, and allegiance
unmistakable. Blue functioned less as a
bearer of meaning than as an instrument
of order. This marks a pivotal moment in
colour history: value was judged by
performance under pressure rather than
rarity, ritual, or resonance. Napoleon’s
indigo exemplified this separation, as a
pigment which gave divine legitimacy to
governance became a resource of secular
statecraft.

Napoleon’s eventual defeat only

intensified this logic. Britain’s victory
consolidated access to indigo plantations
in India and the Caribbean and this
coincided with a surge in large-scale
historical painting. The Royal Academy of
Arts exhibited canvases of battles,
regiments, and fleets, skies heavy with
smoke, uniforms rendered in precise
blue. Painters required volumes of
ultramarine far beyond natural supplies.
The pigment that had once been reserved
for sacred imagery now strained under
the weight of naticnal memory and
artistic ambition.

Necessity drove innovation. Between
1815 and 1825, the Royal Academy, as well
as the French Société d’Encouragement,
offered a prize for the creation of a
synthetic ultramarine as brilliant as lapis
but affordable. Jean-Baptiste Guimet
succeeded within four years, with
Christian Gmelin independently
developing a parallel process in Germany.
Synthetic ultramarine entered the
market, stable, scalable, and less
dependent on distant mines. Its creation
marked the first major moment when
colour production became industrial, yet
motivated by artistic need.

Goethe was the earliest to see the
possibility of industrial production
of synthetic colours. In 1786, Goethe
abruptly left his home in Weimar and
abandoned courtly life to ponder some

philosophical problems that were
troubling him. As he travelled coastal Italy
in 1787, he noticed a blue hue in the
smoke that emerged from the chimneys
of lime-burning brick kilns. When he
examined the walls of the chimney, he
noticed that Lazurite, the active chemical
which produced the Ultramarine
pigment, was being unintentionally
created in the quicklime factories.

His colour theory provided the
breakthrough which cascaded into
broader industrial colour manufacture.
By the late 19th century, chemists
produced dyes at unprecedented scale;
synthetic indigo followed in 1897, ending
centuries of local cultivation. Blue, once a
marker of divine authority, ritual power,
and scarcity, had become widely
reproducible. Its value was now linked to
economic and utilitarian criteria as much
as aesthetic or symbolic ones. Colour had
become functional, industrial, and
predictable.

Blue’s journey illustrates how colour
evolves at the intersection of craft, belief,
and administration. In tracing its arc, we
see not only the material history of a
colour but the ongoing dialogue between
meaning and utility, between what we
revere and what we rely on.

Satwik Gade is a Chennai-based writer and
illustrator. This article is part of a series on
the history and development of colours

03Mar. From lapis-laden trade routes to mass armies: the changing value of
blue

AT @ A AMIR AR A &7 130 a9 1 I BT Igerdn goa

e From the lapis-laden trade routes of the Bronze Age, blue travelled east and west, carrying
with it power, devotion, and value.

PG I & - AR AR a1 771 gd 3R ufdm & 3R A dar g e,
yfed 3R ged &1 Iy o T

e By the Kushan period, between the 2nd and 4th centuries CE, ultramarine pigment was
extracted from Afghan lapis lazuli through a complex and painstaking process of crushing it
carefully and treating it with beeswax to extract its colour.

U F1d, Ul 2 J 4 wrarTed) §Ed & o9, e aufe e AT areett 3
Sfed IR yEe UfthaT gRT AGuMIgde TR aul AYHHT I SUTR &R HeTal ST o7

e The famous Kushan Buddha sculptures, known as the Bamiyan Buddhas, were colossal
figures, carved into cliffs and painted with deep, lustrous blue. ]
3R TR, FHPER I T4 T |

e They were not merely artistic creations — they were cosmological statements.

J Had HATHD Hiadl To1 A — I SRS Ty off|

e Blue marked divinity, enclosing sacred space, linking material effort with spiritual authority.
et 1 feearan 1 viclias o1, S ufds RIM $1 oRan SR Hifdss T & sienfds sifieR 3
SIESIRI
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The pigment was painstakingly prepared, expensive, and
treasured; value was precisely tied to measurement.

Ig quich YA &7 ¥ dOR fhar ST, 78T 3R SgHed g,
BT G Ildh T19 1 ST 4TI

By the Renaissance, blue had crossed continents and centuries
to enter Europe’s ateliers.

YATRUT ST e el T HeTgd! 3R Hiedl 1 IR SR G &
weferR o ugd g1 ol

Ultramarine was the most coveted pigment: Michelangelo .
applied it only sparingly, Raphael and Leonardo reserved it for the Virgin Mary’s robes
while Titian used it to heighten divinity in his compositions.

3R Te gifesd quids ot ATgadatal - 38 ggd AN U J T, b 3R
RraTst A 33 afela 88 & awal & forg Rfga T, Sefes R 7 <9 srurt et &
feoaar ggM & fore SwanT

Papal and noble patronage dictated its use, and painters could afford it only for top coats or
sacred highlights.

T 3R Gt A& $HD IUANT &I RyfiRd Hd 3, 3R s R 38 FHadt SHust wal a1 ufas
JHRI & o 8t 981 R Fobdl |

In this world, blue carried both economic and symbolic weight: to see it on canvas was to
witness power, sanctity, and painstaking labour distilled into a single hue.
U UR H a1 37 31w SR UelioTeds Gl YR d8-1 6l AT B IR 39 ¢@T fad,
Ofasrar 3R sTed URem &1 U g I 8 Ju- gid ¢ ATl
In the early 19th century, the Napoleonic Wars transformed this relationship.
199 TraTed) & URY U, AU g5l A 39 ey &l 9ad fear
Blue, still precious, was no longer solely symbolic.
e, gt st off Geaa o1, W 3Hd dad Udidbicddd gl 38|
The blue of European woad, cultivated locally for centuries, was pale, inconsistent, and
labour-intensive.
RN dYs &1 -idl, S 9fedl S RIFH S0 J ST ST AT, HidhT, SR 3R S ol
Indigo, imported through colonial routes, yielded a deeper, stable blue and could be scaled to
mass armies.
3fEM, St siufafre arif & smafad oT, TexT 3R FRR e 3ar o1 oik <3 fasme Imsht & forg
IS UAM TR IUART foa ST FavdT AT
In choosing indigo, Napoleon aligned colour with efficiency, durability, and control.

ST TSR T DI G&re, [Tt u 3R =0 4 sl
Blue had become a matter of supply.

<fterr 3fal 3Myfe] o1 fawar & 7T |

European culture came to signify this break from sentimentality to the steadfast pursuit of
utilitarian values.

TP A UTGHAT U Fehr IUANIAEG! Jedli Bl 26 Wiel DI G YR [T
Uniforms were technologies of discipline.
aféar SR &t ddmitds |
They rendered bodies legible, ranks visible, and allegiance unmistakable.
3B TR 1 WY, Ul Bl T=auH iR 51 1 fAfdare s fean
Blue functioned less as a bearer of meaning than as an instrument of order.
et a1l BT ATEDH HH SR TR BT WIe S 5 T

This marks a pivotal moment in colour history: value was judged by performance under
pressure rather than rarity, ritual, or resonance.

g 1 35T BT HUITdes &101 UT: G &1 SHIH T 3d gaydl, 38 a1 s ¥ -Tgl, Sfeth garg §
TR 9§ g A

Napoleon’s indigo exemplified this separation, as a pigment which gave divine legitimacy to
governance became a resource of secular statecraft.

AR 1 ST 9 AU BT ISRV 51, ST8T U oI fasq Judr S aral auies aifhe
Iog-TRreg &1 I1e= §9 T
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Napoleon’s eventual defeat only intensified this logic.

IR & SHfaH IRToRT 3 59 adh 1 3R dtg i fea

Britain’s victory consolidated access to indigo plantations in India and the Caribbean and
this coincided with a surge in large-scale historical painting.

fSre o1 faora 3 URa SR Iefaa=T ® & & an= 9@ uga &1 Aoigd BT 3R I8 99
T R URTRIG fesde # I8Td & A1 Ha [Tl ol

The Royal Academy of Arts exhibited canvases of battles, regiments, and fleets, skies
heavy with smoke, uniforms rendered in precise blue.

mmwmﬁg@ oriel ok aet & o uefRia fu, gi & W 3 3R Idie
o T8 fafaa afdai

Painters required volumes of ultramarine far beyond natural supplies.

fe®RI &I UIpfaw Syl q Hel 31w AR A SegmiiA & srazadhd

The pigment that had once been reserved for sacred imagery now strained under the weight
of national memory and artistic ambition.

SNl guieh i ufe oAl & forg QRIEr o, 9% 3@ P Wi 3R Heled HedThig & HR 9
&a S|

Necessity drove innovation.

JIIRISH I A FarEIR 1 URd fobar|

Between 1815 and 1825, the Royal Academy, as well as the French Société
d’Encouragement, offered a prize for the creation of a synthetic ultramarine as brilliant as
lapis but affordable.

1815 9 1825 3 &4, AT ThSH! TUT IR HRATSE! TPReHE 7 A 11 aHdweR
IR KT HAT SR S o 1T IR &) dIvor &1 |

Jean-Baptiste Guimet succeeded within four years, with Christian Gmelin independently
developing a paraIIeI process in Germany.

“fF-afdve i/ 1 IR o & gwdar o o, Jefe fosfiaa @fem 3 s & wds 0 3 9ae
gfehar fasid &

Synthetic ultramarine entered the market, stable, scalable, and less dependent on distant
mines.

FEAA eI SR & 3, o fRR, fadR 9 3R R Wl IR HH R o1

Its creation marked the first major moment when colour production became industrial, yet
motivated by artistic need.

D! T 98 TSN T &7 AT 51§ T IATe SN &1, fOhR off e ot sita=adsar § URkd
Yt

Goethe was the earliest to see the possibility of industrial production of synthetic colours.
e HHEH T & Sl I B FHEAT G I g Afe |

In 1786, Goethe abruptly left his home in Weimar and abandoned courtly life to ponder some
philosophical problems that were troubling him.

1786 B TEY 7 AW fRUT TFT TR 3R REART Sia /@aH SIS a1 i d 8 RifFe
T3 R fdaR &R o |

As he travelled coastal Italy in 1787, he noticed a blue hue in the smoke that emerged from
the chimneys of lime-burning brick kilns.

1787 H 919 d AT 3ol 1 AT R X U, 3617 g1 STl arent Uit ot et 9 Aedad o
H =dr MU 3|

When he examined the walls of the chimney, he noticed that Lazurite, the active chemical
which produced the Ultramarine pigment, was being unintentionally created in the quicklime
factories.

oF IBi forrt @t ARt o1 Sira Y, df urn % AreRTSe, St SieeRiE qufd &1 Afshg T
2, T PREM! H 3o F 5 8T T

His colour theory provided the breakthrough which cascaded into broader industrial colour
manufacture.

ST I Rigid a8 Awhad! o1 fore g St 31 fFmfor ot = & arf g foan
By the late 19th century, chemists produced dyes at unprecedented scale; synthetic indigo
followed in 1897, ending centuries of local cultivation.
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e Blue, once a marker of divine authority, ritual power, and scarcity, had become widely
reproducible.

gﬁm\—sﬁaﬁlﬁﬁws@w, ST T 3R gAY BT Ucliep U, 3§ AT 7Y J JAsced
T

e Its value was now linked to economic and utilitarian criteria as much as aesthetic or symbolic
ones.
S TP Yoo 3N 3R IUAAarard aFs! J I 8 a1 o1 fora= Wieaferss a1 udierers
HHSD! |

e Colour had become functional, industrial, and predictable.
T e, e 3R YatIid & et |

o Blue’s journey illustrates how colour evolves at the intersection of craft, belief, and
administration.
il T Bt AT SR & o ey, S SR IR & W0 W I o4 [9hRid giaT 5

e Intracing its arc, we see not only the material history of a colour but the ongoing dialogue
between meaning and utility, between what we revere and what we re

ly on.
mﬁﬁwaﬁwEﬁmqmwwﬁ%mé@%%%aﬁsﬁ?
I & o, g1 3R FRar & o 9 @ Idd a1 & 1t a2
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O3Mar | India and Canada agree to $1.9 billion uranium deal as Carney meets
PM Modi
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O3Mar | Israel, the U.S. and a war to build a unipolar West Asia

SORTSA, SANDT 3R THydra Uiy TR 91 &1 3

O3Mar | Rupture across the Durand Line

TS @1 & UR IR

03Mar | U.N. nuclear watchdog holds emergency meet in Vienna amid war in
West Asia
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India and Canada agree to
$1.9 billion uranium deal
as Carney meets PM Modi

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

India and Canada on Mon-
day agreed to a $1.9 billion,
10-year uranium supply
deal for Indian nuclear
power reactors, and to
conclude the Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) this
year, as Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi held talks
with Canadian Prime Mi-
nister Mark Carney in New
Delhi in an effort to esta-
blish “strategic trust” and
reset ties ruptured over the
past few years.

However, issues over
the killing of Canadian-
Khalistani activist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar persisted after
new reports that Canadian
investigative agencies be-
lieve two officials in the In-
dian Consulate in Vancouv-
er were linked to the case,
a charge that India
rejected.

After the talks between
the Prime Ministers, India
and Canada announced a
number of agreements in-
cluding a Strategic Energy
Partnership in the fields of
renewable energy, LPG
and uranium supplies, and
cooperation in critical and
emerging technologies, as
well as MoUs on education
and culture.

India-led alliance
They also issued the
“Terms of Reference” for
the CEPA or free trade ne-
gotiations, aiming to dou-
ble bilateral trade by 2030.
Canada also decided to
join the India-led multdlat-
eral International Solar Al-
liance (ISA) and Global Bio-
fuel Alliance as a member.
The two leaders dis-
cussed the escalation of
the conflict in West Asia,
although they didn’t put

Fruitful talks: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Canadian
counterpart Mark Carney in New Delhi on Monday. ANt

out any joint understand-
ing on the issue. Mr. Modi
described the situation as
one of “deep concern” and
called for “diplomacy and
dialogue” to resolve it.

On Friday, Mr. Carney,
who spent the weekend in
Mumbai, issued a state-
ment supporting the U.8.’s
strikes on Iran.

Mr. Carney is the first
Canadian Prime Minister
to make a bilateral visit to
India since his predecessor
Justin Trudeau visited In-
dia in 2018, and then in
2023 to attend the G-20
summit. Both visits were
fraught with tensions, es-
pecially over New Delhi’s
concerns that the Cana-
dian government is har-
bouring violent anti-India
groups, including Khalista-
ni leaders, and Ottawa’s ac-
cusations that Indian go-
vernment officials  are
involved in “transnational
repression”  of these
groups.

In a joint statement is-
sued on Monday, India and
Canada agreed to streng-
then security cooperation
in a number of areas, in-
cluding addressing “vio-
lent extremism, terrorism,
organised crime”, and
called for an early meeting
of the Joint Working Group

on Counterterrorism, to
follow recent talks bet-
ween the National Security
Advisers.

Nijjar killing row

“Prime Minister Carney al-
so underscored that Cana-
da will continue to take
measures to combat tran-
snational repression,” a
statement issued by Mr.
Carney’s  office  said
separately.

On Monday, The Globe
and Mail, a Canadian new-
spaper, quoted official
sources saying that the Ca-
nadian Security Intelli-
gence Services (CSIS) had
“evidence” pointing to the
involvement of two Indian
officials at the Indian con-
sulate in Vancouver in the
Nijjar killing case, set to go
to trial this year.

In addition, Canadian
newspaper The National
Post reported a statement
by the CSIS that it stands
by a previous assessment
that India is a “perpetrator
of foreign interference and
espionage against
Canada”.

When asked about the
reports, Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs Secretary P.
Kumaran said India conti-
nues to reject all such
charges.

O3Mar. India and Canada agree to $1.9
billion uranium deal as Carney meets
PM Modi

YR 3R BIrST & ¥4 $1.9 faferaT o1

¢ India and Canada on Monday agreed to a
$1.9 billion, 10-year uranium supply deal for
Indian nuclear power reactors, and to conclude
the Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) this year, as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held talks with Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney in New Delhi in an effort to
establish “strategic trust” and reset ties ruptured
over the past few years.

YR 3R ST 7 THAR BT YRR YA Jrolt
RuaeRt & fore 1.9 fafems, 10 affa gferm
arrtzi%f T R ggafd ST IR 9 9% ST

i ATgiert (CEPA) &I X1 &R+ &1
fyofg for, S1a muHE TR 916t A 7% oot #
HIS] o TYHHAT AID BT Y SIqaid i, forde
e “YUHT® YRy AT B 3R s
ot o forTs deell & GurAT Tl
e However, issues over the killing of

Canadian Khalistani activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar
persisted after new reports that Canadian
investigative agencies believe two officials in the
Indian Consulate in Vancouver were linked to the
case, a charge that India rejected

Hrihdl gy R¥ig
FIeR &) 5 & A AaTe ) <eT, i 78
et & wg1 T i BAISTS S TSRET T AT
? fob dpR Ryd yRdrg I1forsa gaa™ & &t
m&msﬂmﬁﬁﬁaﬂ@rwﬁ@mm
|

o After the talks between the Prime
Ministers, India and Canada announced a number
of agreements including a Strategic Energy
Partnership in the fields of renewable energy,

LPG and uranium supplies, and cooperation in critical and emerging technologies, as

well as MoUs on education and culture.

TUTTHEE & S aTdl & d1e, HRA 3R HTST 3 Hs JHSNd! B! Ty Hi, {574 Yur-ifae

Soit ATgiert A §, S Adtevit e, werdish o gefaw
Teayut 3R U Menfiiferal o Tgan sk Rien 9 @ pfa W

¢ India-led alliance
YRA-AJd arel T3ee

e They also issued the “Terms of Reference” for the CEPA or free trade negotiations, aiming
to double bilateral trade by 2030.
I CEPA I Jad IR ardi & forg “ewi sifw Ywea i ok farw, fSraest @eg 2030 0@
fuehia ATUR o1 ST FRAT R

e Canada also decided to join the India-led multilateral International Solar Alliance (ISA) and
Global Biofuel Alliance as a member.
FHST 7 YRA-gcd ale IgUed Sex-=Md AeR TARY (ISA) 3R Taiad STawd Tardy
T ey & ¥ | Qi g1 o1 ok ot feram)

& &A1 1 g, Ty gt
0 o wfdra B
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The two leaders discussed the escalation of the conflict in West Asia, although they didn’t put
out any joint understanding on the issue.

ST Aaraft 3 i3 ik o oy @t daar W I9f @1, g 59 gy W SIS Sged w6
CEIERIE]

Mr. Modi described the situation as one of “deep concern” and called for “diplomacy and
dialogue” to resolve it.

ot 71t A RUfT 1 18 A 71 fowar Sarn ST 39 80 X & T “gpe-iifal SR Hare” &1
STET fova|

On Friday, Mr. Carney, who spent the weekend in Mumbai, issued a statement supporting the
U.S.’s strikes on Iran.

haR B, A B, e Jargid Has § fadmn, 3 539 R et gral &1 gHdT Bd §U
I SRY fba|

Mr. Carney is the first Canadian Prime Minister to make a bilateral visit to India since his
predecessor Justin Trudeau visited India in 2018, and then in 2023 to attend the G-20
summit.

At BT 2018 H 3% Yool W £81 & YR SR 3R 2023 7 G-20 G FH@ &+ T
F 91 HRd P! fZUeT = B 91 U HISs UUTTHA g |

Both visits were fraught with tensions, especially over New Delhi’'s concerns that the
Canadian government is harbouring violent anti-India groups, including Khalistani leaders,
and Ottawa’s accusations that Indian government officials are involved in “transnational
repression” of these groups.
aﬁruﬁm qaqul XgT, WIEHR 75 fecet! 31 59 fid &1 das i Hre] WaR e URa-
faReh Tgl, o wnferearit Aar i €, &1 RS @R, o siierar & SR i URd
WBRY MIHRY 37 TE! & “JAIR A & M g
In a joint statement issued on Monday, India and Canada agreed to strengthen security
cooperation in a number of areas, including addressing “violent extremism, terrorism,
organised crime”, and called for an early meeting of the Joint Working Group on
Counterterrorism, to follow recent talks between the National Security Advisers.
AR $I I g 59 B, YR 3R S7e1 3 B8 &1 T FRET TEANT B! Holgd HR IR
TgHfd wars, forad “féae Syare, sddare, Wfed sraRTer ¥ e il g, ok
HIICICINH TR UYTd S g & el 96 el b1 M b, Sl 81T 81 H g gea
TATGHRI & o9 g3 arar %a’rc: BT

Nijjar killing row

g1 faarg

“Prime Minister Carney also underscored that Canada will continue to take measures to
combat transnational repression,” a statement issued by Mr. Carney’s office said
separately.

it BT & HRATAT GRI AR TH AT S & FHel T s “ee1 ST A Tt Taifesd faman
fob BTST FHTUR gHA ¥ e & fog Sur §Rkt @1

On Monday, The Globe and Mail, a Canadian newspaper, quoted official sources saying that
the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) had “evidence” pointing to the
involvement of two Indian officials at the Indian consulate in Vancouver in the Nijjar killing
case, set to go to trial this year.

DI, HISTs THER U § T TS 0d A SMABING Tl & gaid I Hel [ H18T
ﬁ?&rrzgfhmﬁm(cgsﬁw [YA” € Sl dpaR UG YR IOy garar™ & &
SRR Bt R g Aa § feredar ot 3R SIRT R §, et gars 39 af g+ g
In addition, Canadian newspaper The National Post reported a statement by the CSIS that it
stands by a previous assessment that India is a “perpetrator of foreign interference and
espionage against Canada”.

TP A1, HSTS YHHER UH § AR URE A CSIS & 54 &1 ga1el od gU gl [ I8

guﬁuga 3B e R HEH § fos YR “P1sT & e fadzht swaay ok 9RRh &1 wal”
I

When asked about the reports, Ministry of External Affairs Secretary P. Kumaran said India

continues to reject all such charges.
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Israel, the U.S. and a war to build a unipolar West Asia

n February 27, Oman’s Foreign

Minister Badr bin Hamad Al Busaidi,

who was mediating talks between the

United States and Iran, told an
American channel that a deal was within reach.
He said Iran had committed not to make a
nuclear bomb “ever” and not to stockpile nuclear
material. The next day, the U.S. and Israel began
bombing Iran, killing its Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and dozens of senior
Iranian officials. Israel described the campaign as
a “pre-emptive” war to remove “existential
threats”, while U.S. President Donald Trump
urged Iranians to “take over your government,”
adding, “This will probably be your only chance
for generations.” It was clear from the way the
initial decapitation strike was carried out and the
remarks issued by Mr. Trump and Mr. Netanyahu,
that what the invading bloc wanted was regime
change.

The Iranian government, despite the initial
blow, has reorganised itself and is hitting back.
West Asia, as a result of the actions of Mr. Trump
and Mr. Netanyahu, is witnessing one of its most
perilous moments in the post-Second World War
era — a conflict whose outcome will define the
region for the decades to come.

After the 12-day war in June 2025, Mr. Trump
announced that he had “obliterated” Iran’s
nuclear programme. Mr. Netanyahu declared a
“historic victory”. So, why did they start another
war eight months later? Israel has always wanted
regime change in Iran. For Tel Aviv, Iran is the
only revisionist country that challenges its
supremacy in West Asia. Arab countries, many of
them hosting American bases or dependent on
American aid, have either established direct ties
with Israel or accepted to live with Israel’s
militarism and its occupation of Palestinian,
Syrian and Lebanese territories. But Israel sees
Iran, a country of 90 million people with
enormous economic potential and an advanced
missile programme, as an existential threat.

‘When then U.S. President Barack Obama
signed the nuclear deal with Iran in 2015, his
focus was on addressing Iran’s nuclear
programme. He believed that a non-nuclear Iran
would be good news for West Asia, where a “cold
peace” between Tehran and its adversaries would
be established. But, Israel had a different
understanding. Its problem was not merely Iran’s
nuclear programme but its conventional might.
That is why Mr. Netanyahu opposed the 2015 deal
with all his might.

Geopolitics of Iran

In recent times, when the U.S. and Iran were
engaged in talks, Israel had repeatedly called for a
deal to include Iran’s missile programme and its
support for non-state militias in the region. What
Mr. Netanyahu wanted was a total disarmament

Stanly Johny

This is a
perilous conflict
that is more
about
geopolitics and
shaped by Tel
Aviv's own
interests

of Iran — a demand no Iranian leader, except
someone installed by Mr. Netanyahu in Tehran —
can accept. A Tehran-based security analyst told
The Hindu on February 24 in unmistakable terms
that Iran would not sign a deal with the U.S. on its
nuclear programme. He said, “If Iran agrees to
surrender its ballistic missiles today to avert war
with the U.S., Israel will bomb us anyway a few
months down the line. So, the question Iranians
ask themselves is why should they give up their
last deterrent?”

The only way Israel could meet all its
objectives was to bring about a regime change.
Regime change would also be geopolitically
rewarding. Saddam Hussein’s Iraq is gone.
Qadhafi’s Libya is gone. Bashar al-Assad is in
Moscow while a former jihadist is running
Damascus. Hezbollah has been weakened. Hamas
has been pushed to the ruins of Gaza. The Arab
countries are unlikely to do anything other than
issue condemnation letters. Iran is the last
revisionist power standing. If the Islamic Republic
is taken down, the regional balance of power
would shift, setting the stage for a unipolar West
Asia, with Israel, fully backed by Washington, at
its centre. This is more about geopolitics and
Israel's own interests than about giving freedom
to the Iranians.

Decapitation strategy

But there is one problem. Iran, ring-fenced by tall
‘mountains and roughly 70 times bigger than
Israel, is a geographical fortress. Israel alone
cannot bring about regime change. Typically,
regime changes are achieved through a ground
invasion — even then it is not guaranteed. Israel
pulverised Gaza, a strip of land sandwiched
between Israel and the Mediterranean Sea for 24
‘months and killed at least 70,000 of its people,
but has still not unseated Hamas. No country,
including the U.S., wants to send ground troops
to Iran. If an Irag-style ground invasion is not
possible, the other options are Libya or Syria. But
in Libya and Syria, there was armed opposition to
the regime that led the battle on the ground.

In Libya, it took months-long bombing by the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization to topple
Qadhafi’s regime. In Syria, which fell into a
disastrous civil war in 2012, it took 12 years for
Mr. Assad to fall. In Iran, there is no organised
armed opposition. So, what Israel tried to do in
June 2025 and February 2026 was to carry out
decapitation strikes — give a blow so heavy that
the regime would not stand up and fight back.

In June 2025, the Iranians recovered from the
initial shock fast and began hitting back. Mr.
Netanyahu had said that regime change would be
a desirable outcome of the war, but he had to ask
for American help and then agree to a ceasefire
after 12 days. In February 2026, backed by a more
willing U.S., Israel has launched a much broader

and more ambitious strike, killing Khamenei. Mr.
Trump and Mr. Netanyahu want a quick, decisive
victory. But if they thought the assassination of
the “leader of the revolution” would lead to the
crowds jamming the streets and taking over the
institutions bringing down the regime, that has
not happened — not as yet. Iran seems prepared
for this moment, and is hitting back at American
bases across the region, and Israel, widening the
war.

A regional war

During the 2025 June war, Iran’s response was
mainly focused on Israel. It launched a token
strike on the U.S. base in Qatar following an
American attack on its nuclear facilities and
subsequently agreed to a ceasefire. But this time,
Iran is hitting American bases across the Persian
Gulf kingdoms and Israel. Iranian missiles and
drones have targeted a military base in Cyprus
and a French base in the United Arab Emirates.
Iran has also announced the shutting of the Strait
of Hormuz, the narrow chokepoint connecting
the Persian Gulf with the Arabian Sea through
which a third of the global energy supply flows.
This is a risky gamble.

In two days, Iran has regionalised the war. This
is the all-out war almost all critics of Mr. Trump’s
Iran policy had warned him about. The
supporters of the war in Washington had said that
Iran was bluffing. But it was not. If Iran continues
to attack U.S. bases (some of them were hit hard)
in the Gulf monarchies, these countries would be
pressed to join the war. And if they do, the
cross-Gulf conflict could have disastrous
implications for energy trade, severely impacting
the global economy. A prolonged conflict would
also mean that the missile defence shields that
are currently protecting these bases, Israel and
other American assets in the region, would be
exhausted.

This means that the clock is ticking fast for
both sides. It is unclear whether Mr. Trump was
prepared for a scenario in which the [ranian state
survives the assault. Washington and Tel Aviv aim
to destroy Iran’s ballistic missile stockpiles and its
launchers to blunt its firepower. But if Iran retains
its strike capability and continues to widen the
war, the pressure on Mr. Trump would intensify.

To be sure, there is a vast gap between the
conventional strength of the U.S.-Israel alliance
and that of Iran. Yet, conventional superiority
alone does not guarantee victory, which depends
on clearly defined and attainable objectives. If Mr.
Trump seeks a swift and decisive triumph, Iran’s
doctrine is built precisely to deny it. Mr. Trump
wants to kill the guerrilla because, as Henry
Kissinger would agree, the guerrilla wins if he
does not lose.

stanly johny@thehindu.co.in

O3Mar. Israel, the U.S. and a war to build a unipolar West Asia

SORTSA, SANDT R THYda uidm TR 91 &1 s

On February 27, Oman’s Foreign Minister Badr bin Hamad Al Busaidi, who was mediating
talks between the United States and Iran, told an American channel that a deal was within

reach.

27 WA B, HE & fdg 73 9% {9 gd o

TAE, S g I SARPT SR I &

S ITdl Bt AR HR IR A, A TP ARG o A el b JHgnar Rdbe g1

He said Iran had committed not to make a nuclear bomb “ever” and not to stockpile nuclear

material.

I35 &gl fas S 7 “FHoft P TR 91 7§ 3R TRUTY AR BT HSRUT A FxA

gfiesd odrs & |

The next day, the U.S. and Israel began bombing Iran, killing its Supreme Leader, Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, and dozens of senior Iranian officials.

3Tl o7, AT 3R STRTSE A SXH IR aHaR] T& o of, Forgd 9% Fafe A
ATAGEATE el WIS SR goi-l IRy R SHfRrepiRal &t Jog g1 TS|
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Israel described the campaign as a “pre-emptive” war to remove “existential threats”, while
U.S. President Donald Trump urged Iranians to “take over your government,” adding, “This
will probably be your only chance for generations.”

TORTZA A 39 M B “HKaiTd TR’ B geH & AT “Yd-U8R” I §dml, Saidh SHRab!
IPURY SIHTES U A ST F “3HT- WBR TR Hooll BT BT ATEH [haT 3R g, “Ig IS
Wil & fRIT 3TUHT THHE SfaTR g ”

It was clear from the way the initial decapitation strike was carried out and the remarks issued
by Mr. Trump and Mr. Netanyahu, that what the invading bloc wanted was regime change.

TR AJd-fagH A ard g0 SR 4t $U g &t Aa-arg @t fewforaY ¥ Ty ot i smshrure)
T BT 3T N gRac Tl

The Iranian government, despite the initial blow, has reorganised itself and is hitting back.
RN ek & a9, ST IRBR A W Pl TAifod HR o g 3R Sraret HRars o el gl
West Asia, as a result of the actions of Mr. Trump and Mr. Netanyahu, is witnessing one of its
most perilous moments in the post-Second World War era — a conflict whose outcome will
define the region for the decades to come.

ot 27 3R &t FT-aTg P HRATSTT b URUTRGRY, UlEH TRET fgdu Ay gg dac FaR &
T T WaRATD &0 & J T BT GIHAT IR 6T & — QT ST (o1 RO S a1 =11
& foTT &7 1 TR B |

After the 12-day war in June 2025, Mr. Trump announced that he had “obliterated” Iran’s
nuclear programme.

S 2025 & 12-feaita g & a1g, of <0 A 9NN 31 & I $37 & URATY] HRIHH DI T
WRE Y R g

Mr. Netanyahu declared a “historic victory”.

oft Fq=Tg A 34 “ClRRie fasrr 9t foan

So, why did they start another war eight months later?

Il 316 TEH §1G S51- Ue 3R g &l = {2

Israel has always wanted regime change in Iran.

TORTSH GO Y S H AR uRad- gl 8T 8|

For Tel Aviv, Iran is the only revisionist country that challenges its supremacy in West Asia.
I 3fdia & fore, S ufdm Tk & Sue! Yated! & gt & aTel ThHT Jneare) <% B
Arab countries, many of them hosting American bases or dependent on American aid, have
either established direct ties with Israel or accepted to live with Israel’s militarism and its
occupation of Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese territories.

H3 3RS o, o § w3 3mRes! A= g Pt Dot Hd & a1 3Rkt Jerar R MR g,
0 SORTSA & AU UIel Jaey RIS FHR gb ¢ AT e =, TRATS 3R AT & TR IHb
Heol 3R JAIE & 1Y I B! WHR IR b ¢ |

But Israel sees Iran, a country of 90 million people with enormous economic potential and an
advanced missile programme, as an existential threat.

AfhT IORTST 9 BRIS & 3MaTe) ara, fawa onfdfes eman 3R Iod TS d HrdHH ara 337 B
SHFRTETd TR & T H Tl 7

When then U.S. President Barack Obama signed the nuclear deal with Iran in 2015, his
focus was on addressing Iran’s nuclear programme.

el Tl AT YUl a7 SHTFTHT 4 2015 H S b Y TRHAIY FAA TR GEIER b,
o IHT & M & TRATY HRIGHH BT FAAT B TR AT

He believed that a non-nuclear Iran would be good news for West Asia, where a “cold peace”
between Tehran and its adversaries would be established. ]

DT HIAT AT o TRATYL-fRd S Uiy URRran & fore o HTaR gRT, S8l dexM 8k 39
foRIfT & ot “=ha wifa wfta 8 Jadt 81

But, Israel had a different understanding.

AT TORTSA Bt G 31T At

Its problem was not merely Iran’s nuclear programme but its conventional might.

ID! TN HId 30 BT URHTY HIIHH el dfesh ITDH! TRIRS J=7 wfaa +t ot

That is why Mr. Netanyahu opposed the 2015 deal with all his might.

3 SR St FTATE A 2015 P AN BT G dreba I TR fawam
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Geopolitics of Iran

B YIS

e Inrecent times, when the U.S. and Iran were engaged in talks, Israel had repeatedly called
for a deal to include Iran’s missile programme and its support for non-state militias in the
region.

T & qHg H, 919 AR 3R 33 ardl § o 3, SoRISA A IR-IR TR 3 fos IHehd § )M
&1 TR d FRieH SR &= B R-Isu fafafkmar o Iue gued= of wnfir fosan s

e What Mr. Netanyahu wanted was a total disarmament of Iran — a demand no Iranian leader,
except someone installed by Mr. Netanyahu in Tehran — can accept.
off ATATE BT AT M BT Yol FARIABT AT — Tt 7T Fordy g # off q-=a1g g1 R1fvra faedt
e P BIGHR Pl HI SIFT AT WIHR ! B Fobvdl|

e A Tehran-based security analyst told The Hindu on February 24 in unmistakable terms that
Iran would not sign a deal with the U.S. on its nuclear programme.

e U T TR&M fa=0TS A 24 WRA Sl WY WAsal H FHg1 b SIF 30 TRATY] HRIHH TR
SMR®T & T DIs FHSA el B

e He said, “If Iran agrees to surrender its ballistic missiles today to avert war with the U.S.,
Israel will bomb us anyway a few months down the line. So, the question Iranians ask
themselves is why should they give up their last deterrent?”

I2 T, “afe TR TS ARG & 1Y gg <rer & o ot dferfe s Amgd ss aare, a
1t SRS $© HeIH! a1 §H TR THIRY BT | ST ST W99 ¥ Jad € fb 3 30 sifam
UfRIy® 1 BIg?”

e The only way Israel could meet all its objectives was to bring about a regime change.
SoRTSd 310 it IEAT B! had A URTd & H1HH J &1 IRT HR Tabal AT

e Regime change would also be geopolitically rewarding.
M URGAH Y-IoHiae w0 § off TysRT gl

e Saddam Hussein’s Iraq is gone.
HEM §49 BT 3 371 31f&ied & TS 7

¢ Qadhafi’s Libya is gone.
PETW! BT AT TH 81 g1 3|

e Bashar al-Assad is in Moscow while a former jihadist is running Damascus.
TR 3(A-3RIG HIhI H § STafdh 2z o U yd forgrd} e e @1 3|

e Hezbollah has been weakened.

fegeaie HOR S gHT |

e Hamas has been pushed to the ruins of Gaza.
THTH & 9T & WSex| dd WiiHd B (631 T 5

e The Arab countries are unlikely to do anything other than issue condemnation letters.
3R X a1 U IR B & SATd1 $S DA ! YHUTGHT o] W |

e lranis the last revisionist power standing.

M Sifaw TRMeard! fed & wu d Wer gl

¢ If the Islamic Republic is taken down, the regional balance of power would shift, setting the
stage for a unipolar West Asia, with Israel, fully backed by Washington, at its centre.

I SIS TORTST 1 FRT feam St &, af & i g aad Sie iR Taydia ufdm
Ul &t ia &t s, forad dx H aIfiies & qui 9wede & 9 SeREd gr|

o This is more about geopolitics and Israel’'s own interests than about giving freedom to the
Iranians.

Ig ST Y TacIaT o § 31 Yo 3R SoRTee & 30 fedi & Gefdd B

Decapitation strategy

JHTW B B 0

e Butthere is one problem.
Afh U g B
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Iran, ring-fenced by tall mountains and roughly 70 times bigger than Israel, is a geographical
fortress.

3 UETSI I fRRT 3R SoRZE ¥ T 70 AT §ST 331 T UIMfere fhar g

Israel alone cannot bring about regime change.

Had ZERTSA I IRTA T8 1 qhaT |

Typically, regime changes are achieved through a ground invasion — even then it is not
guaranteed.

AR TR YT UREd SHIAT TehHUT & H1eaH J il & — 3R a9 Hi 39! TR 781 giat |

Israel pulverised Gaza, a strip of land sandwiched between Israel and the Mediterranean Sea
for 24 months and killed at least 70,000 of its people, but has still not unseated Hamas.

TORTEA A 24 WEHI d SoRTSA 3R YA IR & d1d T TS US! H a6 foban ofiRk 9 9
%H 70,000 AR ! AR STaT, fhR Ht gUN &1 geH & I gl gl

No country, including the U.S., wants to send ground troops to Iran.

ST Afed Bis Hf ¢x S H T A% W1 781 arean

If an Irag-style ground invasion is not possible, the other options are Libya or Syria.

F SRT-Relt T STHT ST T T 2, Y 3= e cifar a1 Wi 21

But in Libya and Syria, there was armed opposition to the regime that led the battle on the
ground.

Afes fifear iR difvar & T & faas e fager diee o1 forem S asTe @t

In Libya, it took months-long bombing by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to
topple Qadhafi’'s regime.

SHifear # A1) &1 HeHi ddl SHERY & 916 HE%! UG R 7|

In Syria, which fell into a disastrous civil war in 2012, it took 12 years for Mr. Assad to fall.
i, St 2012 H TSR Tegg H Wa T AT, 7 4 3G @t fIRA & 12 a¥ & |

In Iran, there is no organised armed opposition.

R T HIs Tfdd T=ra fauer 78t 31

So, what Israel tried to do in June 2025 and February 2026 was to carry out decapitation
strikes — give a blow so heavy that the regime would not stand up and fight back.

ST SORTZE A S 2025 3R WRast 2026 T e g TR UER B &1 BRI BT — TI1 UK
ST T 3 N I3HR SiaTd 1 & b |

In June 2025, the Iranians recovered from the initial shock fast and began hitting back.

S 2025 T, A1 4IRS Fed U Sed! SeRDR o6l Al & |

Mr. Netanyahu had said that regime change would be a desirable outcome of the war, but he
had to ask for American help and then agree to a ceasefire after 12 days.

off Aa=ATg = Hgl AT o A uRad g &1 A1 IR0 G, Tfdh S SR Fgmd
AT TSt 3R iR 12 = 91g geform R ggud g STl

In February 2026, backed by a more willing U.S., Israel launched a much broader and more
ambitious strike, killing Khamenei.

BRad) 2026 H, 31w g MRS & THAT F, ToR1SA 7 31 S IR He@mbieh gHar
& foan, s @i & g 55|

Mr. Trump and Mr. Netanyahu want a quick, decisive victory.

ot <1 3R off AaaTg Uk AR 3R FRuifaes fasg amgd €1

But if they thought the assassination of the “leader of the revolution” would lead to the crowds
jamming the streets and taking over the institutions bringing down the regime, that has not
happened — not as yet.

b Tl I8IA TaT U7 foh “Wifd & ar P ST Y AN TS| TR SARPR GRIM| TR Hooll HL
R FRT E7, < T ol b gl gen g

Iran seems prepared for this moment, and is hitting back at American bases across the
region, and Israel, widening the war.

X Y 801 & oY TR Uclid 8T ], SR 98 IR & & 3Rt f3wHI auT SoR1ed R Sarst
THA PR J& BT (IR PR IG5

A regional war

63

g
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During the 2025 June war, Iran’s response was mainly focused on Israel.

S 2025 & GG P SR, 33 B Uiafehar Tead: SeRTSd W Hiad A

It launched a token strike on the U.S. base in Qatar following an American attack on its
nuclear facilities and subsequently agreed to a ceasefire.

I 3T TRATY ST TR SRS A & dl Hax W ARP! A 3 R TABIHAS gaa
foraT 3R a1e o gefR™ W Tgafd S |

But this time, Iran is hitting American bases across the Persian Gulf kingdoms and Israel.
AP 39 TR, R B B @Y F XoiciAT IR IRET F AR FSPIHI TR g B G R

Iranian missiles and drones have targeted a military base in Cyprus and a French base in the
United Arab Emirates.

R el 3fR S 7 TSUH § U I 3 IR WY 3R SHRTd § U Wi 3 Pl
=TT SR B

Iran has also announced the shutting of the Strait of Hormuz, the narrow chokepoint
connecting the Persian Gulf with the Arabian Sea through which a third of the global energy
supply flows.

M A T TASHEHS B! g B $I o o0 &Y 8, S BRI $I WS! BT 3RE IR
TS aTel Yepiuf AN § 3R e A § Afyes it 3Mgfed o1 4T Uoh-faeTs yarfed g 8|
This is a risky gamble.

Ig U SIGH W1 Gid ¢

In two days, Iran has regionalised the war.

Qe A RA g B el s fear B

This is the all-out war almost all critics of Mr. Trump’s Iran policy had warned him about.
Tg ae! Yol g 8 foraast Tarait @t @t sdredt 3 4t U &1 S Hifd &1 aar & At
The supporters of the war in Washington had said that Iran was bluffing.

JIRATe # gg grYD! 3 FHel U7 for S =T% TR @]

But it was not.

NIES RIS R

If Iran continues to attack U.S. bases (some of them were hit hard) in the Gulf monarchies,
these countries would be pressed to join the war.

Ife S WIS & oTaA B AR el (BFH § $8 R TR UgR g W gH IRt I9dl
&, 0 3 <1 g5 XA g9 o T gaa # off Sma |

And if they do, the cross-Gulf conflict could have disastrous implications for energy trade,
severely impacting the global economy.

3R afe W BT 8, o) TIel-UR FuY Soil AR & g fareresrt uRoms o g 2, o
Ay srfeanr TR =0 I gHIfad grft|

A prolonged conflict would also mean that the missile defence shields that are currently
protecting these bases, Israel and other American assets in the region, would be exhausted.

dd Hoy &7 o I off SR 1S Nt TS dt & Fad I | 34 3, SoRisd SR & 1§ 3
SR UREUTR B & PR I3 5, d JHI 51 STg |
This means that the clock is ticking fast for both sides.

g1 3 3 fob S uell & forw THg it @ fid @I 8!

It is unclear whether Mr. Trump was prepared for a scenario in which the Iranian state
survives the assault.

Ig Wy 81 ¢ [ 31 4t ¢u 39 uRewy & fow R & s SR 30 39 89 § & o 3|

Washington and Tel Aviv aim to destroy Iran’s ballistic missile stockpiles and its launchers to
blunt its firepower.

IRITe 3R AT 31 BT ILRT S & Sfied FEEd HeR 3R 3% UAUD! B 7Y B
IGP! AR &Hd &l HH BTG |

But if Iran retains its strike capability and continues to widen the war, the pressure on Mr.
Trump would intensify.

QAfB Tfe; S T SATHHUT &HTT ST I@T § 3R I HT fIaR SR T@ar g, O ff Tuw
I CRSERI

To be sure, there is a vast gap between the conventional strength of the U.S.-Israel alliance
and that of Iran.

fAfd T I, 3MNBI-IRZA T3 3R S B URURS T Wfed & i fawmd iR B
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Yet, conventional superiority alone does not guarantee victory, which depends on clearly
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defined and attainable objectives.

o o, FHadt TRURS AT faorg &1 TR 76T S, S Wy SR UTed F_ A Jedl IR AR

HRA B

If Mr. Trump seeks a swift and decisive triumph, Iran’s doctrine is built precisely to deny it.

afe i ¢u @Re 3R FHutiae faw =red 8, 1 53 1 Rigid 3 SH1 1 TebRA o forg [ g

Mr. Trump wants to kill the guerrilla because, as Henry Kissinger would agree, the guerrilla
wins if he does not lose.

ot 2U IR B THTE BT AT8d § i, S i 399 FpRieR Ignd g1, Re aa Sitddr
© SI9 98 BRI T8I 8|

Rupture across the Durand Line

Pakistan and Afgh

engage in intense military clashes, si

a break in political, military, and societal ties across the Durand Line; driven by differences

over Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan and colla

sing strategic trust, the once carefully cultivated Paki-Taliban relationshi

now lies in tatters on an unequal battlefield

WORLD INSIGHT

D. Suba Chandran

or the second time in six
months, Pakistan and
Afghanistan have engaged in an

intense military clash. Unlike the
periodic clashes across the Durand Line
during the last two decades when the U.S.
was in Afghanistan, the latest clashes —
first in October and now again last week —
are significant. Pakistan used air and
missile strikes deep inside Afghanistan,
including in Kabul and Kandahar, while
the Taliban targeted multiple Pakistani
military posts across the Durand Line.
Military and civilian casualties in these
two attacks, last year’s and the ongoing
one, have been high. The latest attacks
come despite a ceasefire mediated by
Turkiye and Qatar following the
post-October 2025 clashes.

Following the latest military strikes,
Pakistan's Defence Minister declared that
it would be an “open war” against
Afghanistan. What has happened
between Pakistan and Afghanistan during
the last six months? After creating the
Taliban in the 1990s and nurturing it ever
since, even under intense Ame;
pressure until August 2021, why is
Pakistan’s Deep State now going after its
creation? Why has the Taliban, despite
being supported by Pakistan and taking
refuge within Pakistan during the U.S.-led
war on terrorism, turned against its
erstwhile mentor?

‘The cross-Durand rupture
The two rounds of military clashes
highlight a rupture in the bilateral
relationship at three levels.

First, at the political level, between

slamabad and Kabul. Though the two
countries had differences during the
U.S.-led war in Afghanistan during
2001-21, they were expected to be bridged
when the Taliban captured Kabul
immediately after the American exit in
2021. Instead, despite multiple rounds of
dialogue, the bilateral relationship has
only worsened. Pakistani Defence
Minister’s declaration of an “open war”
on Afghanistan signifies a political
rupture.

Second, there is a rupture between
Pakistan’s Establishment and the Taliban
leadership. From the mid-1990s, the
political and military rise of the Taliban
not have happened without the
Pakistan Establishment's support.
Successive military and ISI chiefs
supported the Taliban. Today, under new
military and IS1 leadership in Pakistan,
that link remains ruptured. Islamabad
would not have declared an “open war”
without Rawalpindi's approval.

Third, there is a widening rupture
between the people of Afghanistan and
Pakistan. During the last few years, there
has been an intense debate over
deporting the Afghans, who have arrived
in Pakistan during different phases, and
made the country t home. Ever since
the current Pakistani government began
actively pushing them back, there has
been an intense resistance from
Afghanistan and the Taliban. However,
within Pakistan, there was no major
societal debate, contrary to the state’s
n. Though a smail section of

Keeping vigil: A Taliban security personnel rides an armed vehicle on the outskirts of Jalalabad on February 28. AFp

Origins of the divide

In August 2021, when the U.S. left
Afghanistan and the Taliban took over
immediately after that, the ISI chief was
among the first foreign leaders to visit
Kabul in September. In Rawalpindi, there
was a sense of achievement that finally
their boys were back in Kabul, and an
expectation that the relationship would
rapidly improve. Pakistan expected Kabul
would control the
Tehrik-e-Taliban-Pakistan (TTP) and that
they would even force its leadership to
surrender.

On the contrary, as the data would
prove, there was an increase in militant
activities in the tribal regions of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa during 2022-25. During this
period, Pakistan was divided over how to
respond to the TTP threat. Under Imran
Khan, the political and military leadership
pursued a more carrot-and-stick
approach towards the TTP. After his exit,
and under the current Army chief,
Pakistan shifted to a military approach
towards the Taliban and the TTP.

Besides this, Kabul's support, or its
inability to control the TTP, is an
important factor for the fallout. However,
the differences between Pakistan's
Establishment and the Taliban started
much earlier, when Pakistan's Deep State
was under pressure from U.S. Admiral
Mike Mullen’s hard-hi statement that
the Taliban (the Haqgani network in
particular) was the “veritable arm of the
IS1" Though the ISI did not give up the
top leadership of the Taliban and al
Qaeda, several second-rung leaders got
arrested or handed over to the U.S. While
the U.S. accused the ISI of playing a

Pakistan seeks to build on the
issue, it remains a minority voice. Beyond
the political and military rupture across
the Durand Line, the societal divide will
haunt the two nations for generations to
come, as this alliance was forged over
centuries.

doubl , similar A
within the Taliban as well.

When the U.S. wondered why Pakistan
was unwilling to give up on the Taliban,
many within Pakistan would cite
sociological reasons for the long-standing
ties. In the tribal regions, they would say,

giving refuge and defending that decision
was least understood by the West.
Perhaps, Pakistan ignores or does not
want to appreciate the same reason today.
The Afghan Taliban do not want to give
up today’s TTP members, who gave
refuge to them when they were running
and hiding before 2021.

Another factor is the Islamic State in
Khorasan for not wanting to give up the
TTP. The Taliban - whether in
Afghanistan or in Pakistan — has never
been monolithic.

Different tribes and sub-tribes fought
along the Taliban and the TTP banner
then; today, a section sees the Islamic

war” with Pakistan. While Pakistan’s air
force and missiles provide the reach to
strike deep inside the Afghanistan
territory, the Taliban has a limited arsenal
to hit deep inside Pakistan. Though there
is an expectation that drone warfare
would provide a level playing field for the
Taliban, it could only cover a limited
geography, east of the Durand.

Though Pakistan's economy has also
been facing challenges, Afghanistan’s is
worse. As a landlocked country, it is
dependent on the Karachi port for almost
everything. On trade, Afghanistan is more
dependent on Pakistan and not vice
versa. Unless Afghanistan finds alternate

externalising its internal threat. Given the
terrorist infrastructure and the
ideological support base within Pakistan,
it is not going to be an easy task for the
political and military leadership to
address militancy within. However,
blaming Afghanistan and India would be
an easy strategy to externalise an internal
problem that Pakistan had cultivated
since the 1980s. What now lies in tatters is
both the Pakistan-Taliban relationship
and, more importantly, the age-old
societal links, along with Pakistan's
carefully cultivated strategic depth
narrative. For Pakistan, Afghanistan
should now be a strategic trap that it
would want to avoid. The Afghan-Pakistan
relationship would remain conflict-prone.

An unequal battlefield
There is an inherent asymmetry between
Pakistan and Afghanistan in terms of
military, economic, and political strength.
Militarily, the Taliban is no match to
Pakistan's armed forces. Without an air
force or navy, it can never fight an “open

ar. Rupture across the Durand Line

State as a better banner and ideologically routes that could bring goods in
closer. For the Afghan Taliban, an substantial numbers, Pakistan can
ion of the IS-Kh is a bigger by closing the
threat, hence it does not want to passes.
antagonise the TTP. ‘The Taliban’s global outreach is also
Kabul also blames Pakistan for limited. Pakistan today has a regional

clout, especially in West Asia, and the
current leadership has a better equation
with U.S. President Donald Trump.
Perhaps the new status of Mr. Trump’s
“good general” in Pakistan provides
Rawalpindi with more space to be more
adventurous in the region than previous
military leaders. This would also mean
Pakistan can play tougher in negotiations.
Given these asymmetries, if the Taliban
has to respond, it would engage in not-so
“open wars” with Pakistan. Besides its
willingness to control the TTP, the
Taliban’s capacity and its strategic
calculation would limit its response
vis-a-vis what Pakistan wants on the TTP.
What would this mean for the future of
Pakistan-Afghanistan relations and
stability across the Durand Line? A tough
question for the two countries, and for
the region.
D. Suba Chandran is Professor and Dean at
the School of Conflict and Security Studies
at the National Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bengaluru, and heads NIAS
Pakistan Reader

THE GIST

v

Escalating cross-border strikes
between Pakistan and
Afghanistan expose a widening
political, military, and societal
divide between Islamabad and
Kabul, despite earlier attempts
at dialogue and de-escalation.

v

Disputes over the handling of
the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan,
rising militant activities in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and
Pakistan's shift to a military
approach deepen mistrust
between the establishment
and the Taliban leadership.

v

With clear asymmetry in
military, economic, and
diplomatic strength, the
confrontation pushes the
bilateral relationship into a
fragile and conflict-prone
phase.
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TS W & TR R

e For the second time in six months, Pakistan and Afghanistan have engaged in an intense
military clash.
36 e 8 gOs! IR UTfoear SR SBI=T= & aiid oiig 9= ¥oy gan gl

e Unlike the periodic clashes across the Durand Line during the last two decades when the
U.S. was in Afghanistan, the latest clashes — first in October and now again last week — are
significant.
% 2l g d IF SRS SHMHAH § o7, 79 SYRS @15+ W g ard I99-90g & Jau
T 3reT, g1 8t — Ugd Sragar H 3R 3@ s d Iwe — He@yul & |

e Pakistan used air and missile strikes deep inside Afghanistan, including in Kabul and
Kandahar, while the Taliban targeted multiple Pakistani military posts across the Durand
Line.
TP 3 BT 3R HYR IRd MBI b 3R TS b gaTs 3R e g9 g,
e aTferaT 3 SRS A8 & UR &g Ul 97 hfdsal & =T s

e Military and civilian casualties in these two attacks, last year’'s and the ongoing one, have
been high.
T ! gHal, fUsd a¥ & ofR IdHH ® 9 %, # ¥ ofR TNIRS galgal 3t e Sifie @ g

e The latest attacks come despite a ceasefire mediated by Turkiye and Qatar following the
post-October 2025 clashes.

SIeTaT BHS SfAEaR 2025 & TG §s SIS0l & UYTd gfhd 3R Hax gRT ARl fHuT 1T
GsfoRTH & TG §U R

o Following the latest military strikes, Pakistan’s Defence Minister declared that it would be an
“open war” against Afghanistan.

as@ﬂmﬁweﬁ%wu%m%zwﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁ?wmﬁw%@am"wg@

I

e What has happened between Pakistan and Afghanistan during the last six months?
fO5d B8 TeH H Ufehed 3R SHIHwAM & old o7 g3 82

e After creating the Taliban in the 1990s and nurturing it ever since, even under intense
American pressure until August 2021, why is Pakistan’s Deep State now going after its
creation?
1990 & &1 & aTferard &1 AT H iR ST 2021 T g SARSD! a9 & FTaSg SUD]
OINUl IR & 916, 316 YT e $I SIY T 3T g1 I91 o RGaTd 1 81718 872

e Why has the Taliban, despite being supported by Pakistan and taking refuge within Pakistan
during the U.S.-led war on terrorism, turned against its erstwhile mentor?
ARG dIdl MdhdIE & RIATH g & SR UIhXd gRT THYT 3R TR e &
SraslG dlfera U+ gd WRed o Raars i g1 T[T 52

e The two rounds of military clashes highlight a rupture in the bilateral relationship at three
levels.
= Freul & & IR Rueliy Faek F i TR R R $ ISR HA 2|

e First, at the political level, between Islamabad and Kabul.
T, IS TR R, FEATHIENG 3R B1gd & a|

e Though the two countries had differences during the U.S.-led war in Afghanistan (2001-21),
they were expected to be bridged when the Taliban captured Kabul immediately after the
American exit in 2021.

qICilidr 2001-21 & AT el It & AR QI <= F ATUG 8, TR 2021 F 3R
IRt & R SIE A gRT BIEA WR Hoall R & 918 37 AdNG! & HH 81 o1 g At
e Instead, despite multiple rounds of dialogue, the bilateral relationship has only worsened.
THF SO, FS R B Al & SIave, fuaa Tay oIk e U |
¢ Pakistani Defence Minister’'s declaration of an “open war” on Afghanistan signifies a political
rupture.
TTehedT & & HAt GRT B & Rad <Gl g $1 UINor Io-ifad ek &1 Hhd ¢ |
e Second, there is a rupture between Pakistan’s Establishment and the Taliban leadership.

ORI, U & RITYAT & (Establishment) 3R ATEH Add & &9 RR &
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e From the mid-1990s, the political and military rise of the Taliban would not have happened
without the Pakistan Establishment’s support.

1990 ¥ TP & A I AT BT AP AR I 3G UTded &b RITIT o & FHIT F
T Hera T o1l

e Successive military and ISI chiefs supported the Taliban.
AR 7 3R TSTHSME W@ 7 AT &1 gaeH fHan

e Today, under new military and ISI leadership in Pakistan, that link remains ruptured.
311!, UTfb e 7T 4 3R WWW%H@HH@W&@@H%

e Islamabad would not have declared an “open war” without Rawalpindi’s approval.
RTqAfUSt o1 Wipld & 91 STIHIEIE Gl g™ BT GYuT g} Hrall

e Third, there is a widening rupture between the people of Afghanistan and Pakistan.

FraT, SrETfAREAT 3R Urferdr & Nl & did @R TR §¢ 81 2

e During the last few years, there has been an intense debate over deporting the Afghans, who
have arrived in Pakistan durlag different phases, and made the country their home.

fed oo avf § 4 FrafRId e TR el 9789 &% 2, Sff faf aRun & Tifhedr 3
3R I ST W &1 fera |

e Ever since the current Pakistani government began actively pushing them back, there has
been an intense resistance from Afghanistan and the Taliban.

& ¥ T U= WRBR A I iohd =T I a9 Wi YR 61 6, I F STt
3R aTferaT= &t 3R I g faRy gan g
o However, within Pakistan, there was no major societal debate, contrary to the state’s position.

TTir TR & iR ¥od 381 R % Rid B FT Trfors st ) gl

e Though a small section of Pakistan seeks to build consensus on the issue, it remains a
minority voice.
TR e %1 T BT ¥ 39 e, TR TgAL F7H PI DI HRal 7, T8 3t + sy
3MTdTST ST g3 B

¢ Beyond the political and military rupture across the Durand Line, the societal divide will haunt
the two nations for generations to come, as this alliance was forged over centuries.
TS AZ & UR Ao SR U0 RR I S, Tg YIS faUTeH 3 arelt tifgdl d@ gt
<20 P gUIfad H, ifch I AeY aiedl | o1 4Tl

Origins of the divide

fayre= o1 Iafa

e In August 2021, when the U.S. left Afghanistan and the Taliban took over immediately after
that, the ISI chief was among the first foreign leaders to visit Kabul in September.

mzozlﬁwmﬁwmﬁ?mﬁaﬁﬁwwwﬁ I STSTHSE
W RdeR o w1ga o arat uge fagef Farst 7 Q1

¢ In Rawalpindi, there was a sense of achievement that finally their boys were back in Kabul,
and an expectation that the relationship would rapidly improve.
Jgafiet d gg HiaT 2R b 3ida: 3% aT HIga H I ST U g, SR W & e guR Fi
S{UE Y|

e Pakistan expected Kabul would control the Tehrik-e-Taliban-Pakistan (TTP) and that they
would even force its leadership to surrender.
Ul &t IHtE Ut i FIga desier-u-arfear-uifewar (TTP) & Fafa & oik 3ud
A B SETTHYT HRA & [T AR aﬁm |

e Onthe contrary, as the data would prove, there was an increase in militant activities in the
tribal regions of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa during 2022-25.

4% AuRid, Siferal & AR 2022-25 % SR WaR URSAEAT & 3ffeart &sf o Syard!
Tfafafar 7 gfe g3

e During this period, Pakistan was divided over how to respond to the TTP threat.
39 Y T Urfdred™ TTP & Wk ¥ Fue & daids IR fauiford |

e Under Imran Khan, the political and military leadership pursued a more carrot-and-stick
approach towards the TTP.

SR WH & RGBT H ASIdd R F g 3 TTP & Ufd ToR 3R et Bt Aifd TS |
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After his exit, and under the current Army chief, Pakistan shifted to a military approach
towards the Taliban and the TTP.

W%ﬁ%aﬁaﬁ?aﬁwmﬁmmamﬁﬂq,uﬁaﬁﬁmaﬁ?ﬁp & Tfa S =B
3o fer|

Besides this, Kabul’s support, or its inability to control the TTP, is an important factor for the
fallout.

sﬂﬂ?%m HIEA BT JHYA, AT TTP BI AT B H IHb! 3ierdd, 9 faare &1 Ayl
PRUTBI

However, the differences between Pakistan’s Establishment and the Taliban started much
earlier, when Pakistan’s Deep State was under pressure from U.S. Admiral Mike Mullen’s
hard-hitting statement that the Taliban (the Haqqani network in particular) was the “veritable
arm of the ISI.”

gTalTes, UTfdreaT & RITYHT & 3IR dTfea & aid Have 399 Ud L= 81 ML A, 5
qTford™ &1 ST e W AP TsfiRa u1gd ga- & SU he 991 DI aald Ul i aifera
(R U J gEpTI Acad) “3TSTHSS B! dRdfdd Yo g1

Though the ISI did not give up the top leadership of the Taliban and al Qaeda, several
second-rung leaders got arrested or handed over to the U.S.

gIeiiTeh SMETHSE = ARG IR SHA-HTIGT B WY e ! 71 SISl BS TR TR P Aaafi
ARTAR fasan mar ar srfvest &1 iy faan |

While the U.S. accused the ISI of playing a double game, similar sentiments grew within the
Taliban as well.

od SARDT Y ST TR exT Ve Vel BT 3R T, A difera & iR off T & v
faeRia gul
When the U.S. wondered why Pakistan was unwilling to give up on the Taliban, many within
Pakistan would cite sociological reasons for the long-standing ties.
e AT 7 gBT i Uit arferam &1 g & i siftgs i §, @) wifersa & iR
Hs AN O I Y T 37 T el & T THTSRIRE T HRUN BT I i Y|
In the tribal regions, they would say, giving refuge and defending that decision was least
understood by the West.

&= T ST oIl U1 fos IROT AT 3R 39 Ao 7 S 3 Uiy gRT H 8 | &F qHe
Tl
Perhaps, Pakistan ignores or does not want to appreciate the same reason today.
THTT: ST UL U BRI B ToRSIETA P § AT 34 FHSHT To! aredT|
The Afghan Taliban do not want to give up today’'s TTP members, who gave refuge to them
when they were running and hiding before 2021.
BT dIfIET 3% & TTP YW &1 8] Sl Igd, fSreid 2021 § Ugd 396 U 3R
f5Tm & R 3 IR ot
Another factor is the Islamic State in Khorasan for not wanting to give up the TTP.
TH 3 HRUI FIATHD W 57 WRIH g, od Iad TTP &) B B 3551 18! o
The Taliban — whether in Afghanistan or in Pakistan — has never been monalithic.
TR — TR B H 81 a1 urfdea o — &t off vy At @1 8|

Different tribes and sub-tribes fought along the Taliban and the TTP banner then; today, a
section sees the Islamic State as a better banner and ideologically closer.

9 f3ftre Sefaar 3R SU-SHSiaal aifera 3R TTP & 9 ddl osl: 3MTS1 U 91l ST
WT B! FgR 3R RS =0 34 Febe AFaT 8|

For the Afghan Taliban, an expansion of the IS-Khorasan is a bigger threat, hence it does not
want to antagonise the TTP.

I AT & oY SMESTH-TWRIIT &1 IR 98T TaRT 8, IT(OY I8 TTP &I AR gl
HRAT dledT |

Kabul also blames Pakistan for externalising its internal threat.

B B TR T AR WX BT FTeX TY S BT 3R ot T 31

Given the terrorist infrastructure and the ideological support base within Pakistan, it is not
going to be an eas% task for the political and military leadership to address militancy within.

JTIRe THY YR &I ¢&@d gL, IeHIfd 3R 90
Add & AT stidRes IudTeG ¥ AU S =181 g
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However, blaming Afghanistan and India would be an easy strategy to externalise an
internal problem that Pakistan had cultivated since the 1980s.

BTaiIop, SMPBIMTIET 3R HIRA Bl SN ST 39 TR THIT B I8 S P13 Uit
giift, R urfesea 3 1980 & &= ¥ fasRa fobar 81

What now lies in tatters is both the Pakistan-Taliban relationship and, more importantly, the
age-old societal links, along with Pakistan’s carefully cultivated strategic depth narrative.

31 Ol FRRER b1 & I8 UTT_aT-aTRIT el 3R Su9 o} aifiie Heeayul wieat i
TR e, 1Y B UTfoh = o} WaUTgdes [apRid I0fae T8 o SaURu |
For Pakistan, Afghanistan should now be a strategic trap that it would want to avoid.
QTP 3 RIT 3fd ST T XOFIe ST @1 911RT, Fre ag s =12

The Afghan-Pakistan relationship would remain conflict-prone.

SBIH-UT AT Hae TT-Uaur s 87|

An unequal battlefield

TP SRTHM S8

There is an inherent asymmetry between Pakistan and Afghanistan in terms of military,
economic, and political strength.

UTBET 3R BT & o 94, AP SR I Wfad & e § @ivifas
S B |

Militarily, the Taliban is no match to Pakistan’s armed forces.
@WE@@WWﬁWWﬁWWﬁWWI

Wlthout an air force or navy, it can never fight an “open war” with Pakistan.

[T 1 AT & o1, I8 UIfhd™ & 1Y Gl I Tet a8 qebdl|

Wh|le Pakistan’s air force and missiles provide the reach to strike deep inside the Afghanistan
territory, the Taliban has a limited arsenal to hit deep inside Pakistan.

TET UTfoheaT @t arg T AR RIS SRR % HieR TTeRTS qh GH BRA P T el ©,
Il I & U T & iR RIS a UeR I & forg Hffd sRAR §

Though there is an expectation that drone warfare would provide a level playing field for the
Taliban, it could only cover a limited geography, east of the Durand Line.

gTaiier I8 U § fb S g AIfTa I T SR &M, TR I8 Had SIS ATg & 04 &
HAd YU a& g Hd G|
Though Pakistan’s economy has also been facing challenges, Afghanistan’s is worse.

gﬂﬁumﬂﬁaﬂwa@nﬁﬁﬁﬁwwmﬁ% SHIA &1 fRUfT 31fdw TRE
|

As alandlocked country, it is dependent on the Karachi port for almost everything.

RA-FG o H B HRU a8 T &R Al & forg Bl dgemmg W R 71

On trade, Afghanistan is more dependent on Pakistan and not vice versa.

IR F HIHA B SRR e TR 3w R 8, It 7|

Unless Afghanistan finds alternate routes that could bring goods in substantial numbers,
Pakistan can strangulate Afghanistan by closing the passes. ]

SIe dh SBT-RaT yaftd HEm & a¥gl @ & forg devferess amt 761 gedr, Ui o:f &1 &g
IR I 1T U I THS Thdl ¢

The Taliban’s global outreach is also limited.

aifee™ @t IfYe ugd ot AAa g

Pakistan today has a regional clout, especially in West Asia, and the current leadership has a
better equation with U.S. President Donald Trump.

3T UTfHE T &P THTE &, faRives? ufds gimn #, ¢iR adaM Aq@ & st Igafa
SIHIIeS ¢U & 1Y JgcR &Y |

Perhaps the new status of Mr. Trump’s “good general” in Pakistan provides Rawalpindi with
more space to be more adventurous in the region than previous military leaders.

GHIT: U™ § ¢U & T[S SFRer $I T3 FURY ITrqafist &1 &8 § ugd & T drsfi &t o
7 a1 AERIE HEH IS BT 3T I B

This would also mean Pakistan can play tougher in negotiations.

g1 31 ug ot g1 b uifpear= arafeft & sifde HaR $@ =1 YhaT g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page18



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

e Given these asymmetries, if the Taliban has to respond, it would engage in not-so “open
wars” with Pakistan.

T AT $Y 3@/ gU, S arferar & ufafssar < €, @ 98 uferea & I 9 <o g
EEGIRSENT
Besides its willingness to control the TTP, the Taliban’s capacity and its strategic calculation
would limit its response vis-a-vis what Pakistan wants on the TTP.

TTP &) RUd B &1 ITD! 3BT & 31T, A DI &HdT 3R IHD! UMD 0T STHT
yfafsear &1 W S0, fARiver 39 Yo § &Y wifersd™ TTP R agar |

o What would this mean for the future of Pakistan-Afghanistan relations and stability across
the Durand Line?

g UIfpT- MBI St & Hiaw 3R Syis g+ W fRRRar & forg Far orf aar g2
e A tough question for the two countries, and for the region.

g 31 SR SR R & & U U wfeT vy |

UN. nuclear watchdog holds emergency meet in Vienna amid war in West Asia
vac Y. ... o communicaons

The U.N. nuclear watchdog
held an emergency meet-
ing in Vienna on March 2 at
the request of Russia and
Iran to address the fallout
from the U.S.-Israeli mili-
tary strikes.

In a statement authored
by its director-general Ra-
fael Grossi, the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) said the
agency currently has “no
indication” that any of
Iran’s nuclear installations
were damaged or hit.
These include the Bushehr
nuclear power plant, a re-
search reactor in Tehran,
and other nuclear fuel cy-
cle facilities. The statement
also said regional monitor-
ing networks have detect-
ed no elevation in radia-
tion levels above normal
background levels in the
countries bordering.

However, the IAEA said
that its efforts to contact
Iranian nuclear regulatory
authorities have been met

blackout and they have re-
ceived no response from
Tehran so far.

However, Iran’s ambas-
sador to the IAEA, Reza Na-
jafi, contradicted the U.N.
watchdog. Speaking to re-
porters outside the March
2 meeting, Mr. Najafi al-
leged that the U.S. and Is-
raeli airstrikes did target
and hit the country’s Na-
tanz uranium enrichment
facility. Thus far, Iran has
not provided evidence to
the public or the IAEA to
confirm this damage.

Iran’s justification
Iran has a history of using
foreign strikes as a justifica-
tion to halt IAEA oversight.
Following the strikes in
mid-2025, the Iranian go-
vernment passed a law sus-
pending all cooperation
with the IAEA, citing the
need to protect its territo-
rial integrity and scientists.
Now, if the Natanz facili-
ty was not actually dam-
aged or if the damage was

(Brnea |mmupm D
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International Atomic Energy Agency director-general Rafael Grossi speaks to reporters at quarterly
Board of Governors meeting in Vienna, Austria, on Monday. REUTERS.

unrelated to the facility’s
nuclear core, claiming a
new attack could give Teh-
ran domestic and legal cov-
er to continue to bar IAEA
inspectors.

Iran can also potentially
rally diplomatic support
from allies like Russia and
China and allow Tehran to
accuse the U.S. and Israel
of violating international
law and recklessly risking a

regional nuclear disaster,
turning the world’s focus
away from its own enrich-
ment efforts.

An unprovoked attack
on nuclear infrastructure
could also create rationale
for Iran to enrich uranium
to higher levels in “self-de-
fense” and restrict infor-
mation, framing these
measures as necessary for
security.

Iran and its allies have
often accused the IAEA of
having a political agenda,
with Iran maintaining for
many years that the U.S.,
the UK., France, and Ger-
many weaponise the
watchdog to issue “unba-
lanced, inaccurate, and
politically motivated” re-
ports based on “falsified”
intelligence given by Israel.

In recent years, these

accusations have escalated
from claims of bias to out-
right accusations of espion-
age, with hardline Iranian
politicians labelling the
IAEA “Israel’s official spy”
last year. the Iranian go-
vernment also claimed its
intelligence agencies had
documents proving Mr.
Grossi was secretly collab-
orating with Western intel-
ligence and that the IAEA
leaked the coordinates of
Iranian nuclear sites and
the identities of its scien-
tists to help Israel and the
U.S. coordinate their air-
strikes during the Twelve-
Day War.

Ironically, the U.S. ac-
tually helped start Iran’s
nuclear programme in the
1950s to promote peaceful
energy. However, everyth-
ing changed after the 1979
Islamic Revolution, when
the two nations became
bitter enemies. Tensions
escalated in the early
2000s when the world dis-
covered Iran had secretly
built hidden nuclear facili-

ties, including the enrich-
ment plant at Natanz.
‘Washington feared Tehran
was secretly trying to build
a nuclear bomb while Iran
insisted its programme
was for electricity and
medicine.

Inconsistent messaging

However, the messaging
before, during, and after
the 2025 conflict was con-
fusing. Leading up to the
clash, U.S. and Israeli offi-
cials strongly hinted they
might bomb Iran’s nuclear
sites to stop Tehran from
building a bomb. But later,
the two countries were un-
usually quiet about what
they actually hit, likely try-
ing to avoid sparking an all-
out regional war.

Iran’s messaging was
even more inconsistent.
First, state media claimed
Iran’s air defences had
thwarted the attack and
that no nuclear sites were
touched. Soon after, ho-
wever, officials heavily sug-
gested their nuclear facili-

ties were targeted. The
mixed messaging could
have been intentionally de-
signed to allow Iran to look
strong to its own people by
claiming a military victory
while playing victim on the
world stage. Tehran also
used the confusion to
blame the West for risking
anuclear disaster.

Today, the nuclear ques-
tion is the engine driving
the ongoing conflict: Iran
acquiring a nuclear wea-
pon is ared line for the U.S.
and Israel even as U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump’s
cryptic plans and Israel’s
unchecked aggression
have prompted Iran to act
to defend the regime’s exis-
tence. And Tehran believes
pushing closer to a nuclear
weapon is the only way to
deter foreign attacks and
protect its government
from being overthrown.

As long as both sides
hold these firm beliefs,
Tran’s nuclear sites will re-
main the spark keeping
this conflict alive.

03Mar. U.N. nuclear watchdog holds emergency meet in Vienna amid war in
West Asia
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e The U.N. nuclear watchdog held an emergency meeting in Vienna on March 2 at the request
of Russia and Iran to address the fallout from the U.S.-Israeli military strikes.

TR MY D URATY FTRIT SR 2 AT 1 {31 § ST 38 S &I, ol ¥4 3R
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¢ In a statement authored by its director-general Rafael Grossi, the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) said the agency currently has “no indication” that any of Iran’s

nuclear installations were damaged or hit.

TP HRIHaRIS e TR gRT SR 99 H STy URHTY] el Goid (IAEA) 1 &8l b
mgmmﬁ%%wﬁm Vit TR RITGAT I JHHH U AT S R
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e These include the Bushehr nuclear power plant, a research reactor in Tehran, and other
nuclear fuel cycle facilities.
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e The statement also said regional monitoring networks have detected no elevation in radiation
levels above normal background levels in the countries bordering.
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However, the IAEA said that its efforts to contact Iranian nuclear regulatory authorities
have been met with a communications blackout and they have received no response from
Tehran so far.

BT, IAEA 3 Fel fob STt wRTy] forames Srftretial § Tud ava & uar fawa @ &
3R 3fd TP dG § Bl UldlishaT To! Bt g

However, Iran’s ambassador to the IAEA, Reza Najafi, contradicted the U.N. watchdog.
BTelifeh, IAEA H S & T YSIT ST - TG Y B 39 IR & Gd BT Ge bl
Speaking to reporters outside the March 2 meeting, Mr. Najafi alleged that the U.S. and
Israeli airstrikes did target and hit the country’s Natanz uranium enrichment facility.
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Thus far, Iran has not provided evidence to the public or the IAEA to confirm this damage.

3fd T, S A 39 b Bt YD & 7T SaT T7 IAEA B B T S fea g

Iran’s justification
REA DT

Iran has a history of using foreign strikes as a justification to halt IAEA oversight.

M BT 3N 81 § % 98 fagzh gual & IAEA FART e & Sfife & &0 ¥ swaamd
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Following the strikes in mid-2025, the Iranian government passed a law suspending all
cooperation with the IAEA, citing the need to protect its territorial integrity and scientists.
2025 % T T gU U & 916, ST IR A ST RASr 3R a7 &1 JR& HT gare
ad U IAEA & 1 Tt T8l &l Heifad $HRA o1 S Tikd o

Now, if the Natanz facility was not actually damaged or if the damage was unrelated to the
facility’s nuclear core, claiming a new attack could give Tehran domestic and legal cover to
continue to bar IAEA inspectors.

39, I ol YfaeT arad H &faiRd 18] g3 a1 JHIH URATY] HR I Fafdd el oT, df 78 gaa
1 24T A8 Bl IAEA Rl i A & forg TR 3R BT MR S TbelT B

Iran can also potentially rally diplomatic support from allies like Russia and China and allow
Tehran to accuse the U.S. and Israel of violating international law and recklessly risking a
regional nuclear disaster, turning the world’s focus away from its own enrichment efforts.

A 30 TAIREl o1 & 3R T4 ¥ Heifas gad= of et 91 g SR sffie a
TORTSA TR SRRIPIA SIA & Ieid a1 &A1 TRATY] SHTUET & SRGH BT SR T Gavdll @,
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An unprovoked attack on nuclear infrastructure could also create rationale for Iran to enrich
uranium to higher levels in “self-defense” and restrict information, framing these measures
as necessary for security.

RATY e TR 91 SHUE & THAT S DI “SHTERET & 10 W 3o ¥R W -9 FaeH
3R TSR TfAd FHRA P1 3R ot S Thel |

Iran and its allies have often accused the IAEA of having a political agenda, with Iran
maintaining for many years that the U.S., the U.K., France, and Germany weaponise the
watchdog to issue “unbalanced, inaccurate, and politically motivated” reports based on
“falsified” intelligence given by Israel.

R 3R ITF AT 3 SRR IAEA TR ISP TAST I\ HT RIT TR §, 3R 334
TS JHY Y Hadl X817 o SR, i, i iR STHHT 50 TRT o1 IUNT “3rAgferd, Terd
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In recent years, these accusations have escalated from claims of bias to outright accusations
of espionage, with hardline Iranian politicians labelling the IAEA “Israel’s official spy” last
year.
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the Iranian government also claimed its intelligence agencies had documents proving Mr.
Grossi was secretly collaborating with Western intelligence and that the IAEA leaked the
coordinates of Iran’s nuclear sites and the identities of its scientists to help Israel and the U.S.
coordinate their airstrikes during the Twelve-Day War.

R TSR 7 g +f arar b o Sget Gitbar TRkl & Uy 3 axdael ¢ off gifed Rd &
fo off Tt uftyedt gfthar oIl & 91 T U 9 WeanT R 3@ ¥ SR IAEA 7 SIF & TRATY]
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Ironically, the U.S. actually helped start Iran’s nuclear programme in the 1950s to promote
peaceful energy.

fagemT o5 § far smifket 7 1950 & gxres & wrifayuf o & sgrar 37 & forg 9 & wRAT
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However, everything changed after the 1979 Islamic Revolution, when the two nations
became bitter enemies.

BTelifep, 1979 Y STATHI Pifd & SIS T PO Tal T 3R G} S B g-AT & 7T
Tensions escalated in the early 2000s when the world discovered Iran had secretly built
hidden nuclear facilities, including the enrichment plant at Natanz.
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Washington feared Tehran was secretly trying to build a nuclear bomb while Iran insisted its
programme was for electricity and medicine.
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Inconsistent messaging

ST HER

However, the messaging before, during, and after the 2025 conflict was confusing.
BT, 2025 ¥ HEd F Ug, IR 3R S8 & T YT Ht A A
Leading up to the clash, U.S. and Israeli officials strongly hinted they might bomb Iran’s
nuclear sites to stop Tehran from building a bomb.
TIY § Ugd, ARG 3R FoR12d & ARG 3 Fobd 31 U7 f I M & TR el R
JHIRT HR FHd § N dg= B a0 T J AT off e |
But later, the two countries were unusually quiet about what they actually hit, likely trying to
avoid sparking an all-out regional war.
AfdT 91 #, GHI &R SH SR T 3R ¥U ¥ id I3 & I arda o a1 == s=m,
HYIA: TS &3 G Y a9 o ford|
Iran’s messaging was even more inconsistent.

3R ot 31fie ariTTa A
First, state media claimed Iran’s air defences had thwarted the attack and that no nuclear
sites were touched.
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Soon after, however, officials heavily suggested their nuclear facilities were targeted.
D q¥d 971G, SHABIRGN A Hobd a1 o I7ept oY) Gawrsit o1 A== s i 7|

The mixed messaging could have been intentionally designed to allow Iran to look strong to
its own people by claiming a military V|ctory while playing victim on the world stage

g 3 = ATae SIS 3T 7T difeh S 310 Rl 3 - Hotad fod 3R affyes H=
IR Uifsd &t Yffent fAur Tos |

Tehran also used the confusion to blame the West for risking a nuclear disaster.

BRI A 5 YH 1 IUTNT UTEH 1 URHATY] TUGT o SIRGH o oy SIet 38 & 4t o
Today, the nuclear question is the engine driving the ongoing conflict: Iran acquiring a
nuclear weapon is a red line for the U.S. and Israel even as U.S. President Donald Trump’s
cryptic plans and Israel’s unchecked aggression have prompted Iran to act to defend the
regime’s existence.
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e And Tehran believes pushing closer to a nuclear weapon is the only way to deter foreign
attacks and protect its government from being overthrown.
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PR P! TN BT THHEF RIbT gl

e As long as both sides hold these firm beliefs, Iran’s nuclear sites will remain the spark
keeping this conflict alive.
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Rethinking tax searches for the digital age
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Rethinking tax searches for the digital age

he Supreme Court in

Vishwaprasad Alva vs

Union of India (2026)

confronts a
constitutional question
transcending taxation: the lawful
reach of sovereign power into the
informational life of citizens.
Section 132 of the Income Tax Act,
historically authorising entry into
premises and seizure of
undisclosed assets, now has been
extended to “computer systems”
and “virtual digital space” such as
smartphones, cloud accounts, and
communication archives. A search
architecture forged for cupboards
and ledgers now claims access to
devices that contain information
beyond tax inquiries.

From the physical to the digital
The petitioner anchors the
challenge in Puttaswamy’s
recognition of informational
privacy as intrinsic to dignity.
Digital devices differ qualitatively
from ledgers. A phone contains
years of intimate medical and
professional confidences
unrelated to tax liability.
Unrestricted access converts a
specific fiscal search into general
exploratory intrusion,
disproportionate to its aim. The
anticipatory “reason to believe™
embedded in Section 132 was
historically tolerated against
evasion but now authorises entry
into entire informational
ecosystems. Further, authorisation
confined to the executive, and
secrecy of recorded reasons
impair meaningful review under
Articles 14 (right to equality) and
21 (right to personal liberty). The
ideas that survived scrutiny in the
1974 Pooran Mal judgment, which
upheld the constitutionality of
search and seizure provisions in
the Income Tax Act, demand
recalibration in the
post-Puttaswamy order.

The Union’s defence rests on
settled doctrine sustaining Section
132 as a structured anti-evasion
power. Section 132’s authorisation
rests on information and a
recorded “reason to believe” by
senior officers. Courts will review
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While revenue
enforcement
remains a
legitimate and
vital state
function, its
methods must
remain
proportionate to
the liberty of
the interests
they affect

jurisdictional conditions only to
ensure relevant material exists, as
reaffirmed in Laljibhai Mandalia
(2022). Technological expansion,
it contends, does not alter this
statutory discipline. Anticipatory
search under clause (b) remains
necessary against evasion’s digital
fragility: electronic devices may be
erased, encrypted or transferred
before summons operate. This
makes Pooran Mal endure as an
authority sustaining intrusive
search for fiscal enforcement.

Proportional safeguards

The Bench’s preliminary
observations indicate that the
dispute will not turn on the
existence of search power but on
its constitutional calibration in the
digital domain. The Court has
recognised that electronic devices
may be destroyed if advance
notice is given yet has also
acknowledged that anticipatory
searches under clauses (b) and (c)
demand a higher degree of
satisfaction and scrutiny. The
central question is thus whether a
framework designed for physical
documents can adequately
regulate devices containing the
informational totality of an
individual’s affairs.

A single device contains vast
historical data, reveals networks
of third-party interactions,
preserves years of behaviour, and
can be copied in its entirety. The
constitutional implications of such
digital informational access are
correspondingly amplified. While
revenue enforcement remains a
legitimate and vital state function,
its methods must remain
proportionate to the liberty of the
interests they affect. As
investigative capacity expands into
the digital space, the safeguards
governing that capacity must
expand in equal measure.

If digital search powers are to
remain constitutionally valid, their
exercise must satisfy
demonstrable constraints
reflecting informational privacy
doctrines. A constitutionally
calibrated digital tax search should
therefore be governed by the
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following criteria: firstly,
particularised scope, where
authorisation should specify the
digital accounts, devices or data
categories reasonably connected
to the tax inquiry, preventing
exploratory access to unrelated
personal material; second, a
necessity threshold, wherein
digital search should be invoked
only where less intrusive statutory
measures are inadequate or likely
to fail; third, a temporal and
subject limitation where the
examination of data should be
confined to relevant periods and
subject matter linked to the
investigation; fourth, ensuring that
mechanisms exist to segregate
legally privileged or unrelated
third-party communications from
investigative review; and finally,
making sure that search processes
are recorded and reviewable in
order to prevent misuse.

Such criteria do not disable
enforcement; they only work to
align its exercise with
constitutional proportionality.

A constitutional balance

The case thus presents a classic
constitutional recalibration where
we need to adapt inherited
statutory power to transformed
technological realities. The Court
may uphold the statutory scheme
while reading in digital safeguards
or require greater transparency in
authorisation. What it cannot
ignore is that digital searches
implicate a deeper intrusion than
their physical predecessors.

The challenge in Vishwaprasad
Alva, therefore marks a
constitutional moment in India’s
fiscal jurisprudence — the
transition of tax searches from the
spatial to the digital. Whether
existing doctrine suffices for that
transition or must evolve to
preserve the balance between
revenue and liberty, will shape the
future architecture of state power
in the information age. The
legitimacy of fiscal authority
ultimately rests not only on its
capacity to detect evasion, but on
the restraint with which it enters
the citizen’s digital personhood.
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03Mar. Rethinking tax searches for the digital age
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The Supreme Court in Vishwaprasad Alva vs Union of India (2026) confronts a
constitutional question transcending taxation: the lawful reach of sovereign power into the
informational life of citizens.

T F1E 7 Vishwaprasad Alva S Union of India (2026) H &1 I W Td JauTe
T BT T {33 8 AR & Ya-TeTe Sita- § Ty fad &t 44 Ugd |

Section 132 of the Income Tax Act, historically authorising entry into premises and seizure
of undisclosed assets, now has been extended to “computer systems” and “virtual digital
space” such as smartphones, cloud accounts, and communication archives.

ATIH AT BT URT 132, W UGS F0 I IRERT § 79w SR Srenfya dufcal o st
1 Al <ot ff, oF “dgex Rew SR “agjsrd fefied W S WIChH, T3S |l 3R
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A search architecture forged for cupboards and ledgers now claims access to devices that
contain information beyond tax inquiries.

AR 3R TIT-Tg! & foTT TS TS AeNRIT HARAT 3 TH USRI I Ugd BT Glal HRahl §
foFH R Sfg § W THSRI g &

From the physical to the digital

GEZ

The petitioner anchors the challenge in Puttaswamy’s recognition of informational privacy as
intrinsic to dignity.

g B! gewart fofa & v & Sifid o & U Ol Ui YEdHS
MYadT W 3emRd foar |
Digital devices differ qualitatively from ledgers.
feforea IuwHRT UTE® U aar-a8t ¥ i
A phone contains years of intimate medical and professional confidences unrelated to tax
liability.
Ts HH 8 quf 1 ol fafrafi ok IR Sl 81 & St 6 SeRt ¥ Srisfid gt g
Unrestricted access converts a specific fiscal search into general exploratory intrusion,
disproportionate to its aim.

TSI Ugd U fARRIY oISy el bt Wy Weyul 854 H §ad &l 7, off 3%
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The anticipatory “reason to believe” embedded in Section 132 was historically tolerated
against evasion but now authorises entry into entire informational ecosystems.

YRT 132 § A TaAHAS Y™ &1 SRUP UdeIRie F0 9 HR aR1 & faeg WHR faar
T YT, WR 3fd I8 YUl GaTes TRt o & vaw &t 3rAfa < 3|

Further, authorisation confined to the executive, and secrecy of recorded reasons impair
meaningful review under Articles 14 and 21.

U JHfARad, Had HRIUITST dd FTd MRS 3R gof HRUN Bt MU-IdT e 14 3R
21 & dgd Ui =A1RIE THIET B SIfd Bl 6|
The ideas that survived scrutiny in the 1974 Pooran Mal judgment, which upheld the

constitutionality of search and seizure provisions in the Income Tax Act, demand recalibration
in the post-Puttaswamy order.

1974 % qxF A fofa & S fIoR smaes sififam &1 qemeit ofR Siacht uraeri & Jdetiedr
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The Union’s defence rests on settled doctrine sustaining Section 132 as a structured anti-

evasion power.

?Wﬁﬁﬁsﬂwmw&ﬂm%% YRT 132 TH WfId d-an] faRieft =faa
I

Section 132’s authorisation rests on information and a recorded “reason to believe” by senior
officers.
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Courts will review jurisdictional conditions only to ensure relevant material exists, as
reaffirmed in Laljibhai Mandalia (2022).

T Had AGR & B Xal B JHlen B4 difes a8 AT 8 9 i urifies areht e
&, S f Laljibhai Mandalia (2022) ® G: Of¥ &t TS |
Technological expansion, it contends, does not alter this statutory discipline.
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Anticipatory search under clause (b) remains necessary against evasion’s digital fragility:
electronic devices may be erased, encrypted or transferred before summons operate.

@g(bﬁ&mﬁaugtgqﬂquﬁ%ﬁﬁawaﬁaﬁmgm%ﬁwma:ﬁw%
TGS IUHRU TH SIRT 819 ¥ Uga feTe, ufhy a1 RiMaRd feu o 9ed ]|

This makes Pooran Mal endure as an authority sustaining intrusive search for fiscal
enforcement.
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Redl gl

Proportional safeguards

SUTf P YR&T SU

The Bench'’s preliminary observations indicate that the dispute will not tum on the existence of
search power but on its constitutional calibration in the digital domain.

e & YR fewfirdl Gavd <ot © o faare qomeh wifdd & Sifia W 81 afep feforea e
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The Court has recognised that electronic devices may be destroyed if advance notice is given
yet has also acknowledged that anticipatory searches under clauses (b) and (c) demand a
higher degree of satisfaction and scrutiny.

e - WK a1 § & Mﬁﬂwéﬁwsﬁaﬁﬁwmwmwaﬁ% BN R
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The central question is thus whether a framework designed for physical documents can
adequately regulate devices containing the informational totality of an individual’s affairs.

U YHR =T U4 I8 © [ 1 ifass gxarasi & fo S T g fovelt aafda & avd
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A single device contains vast historical data, reveals networks of third-party interactions,
preserves years of behaviour, and can be copied in its entirety.

TS &1 USRI & faxd UfAeiRies SeTgidl 3, T8 IR &l &1 sfa:foransti & Sead &l uae
HRAT G, I8 & HGER P WRAed HRl g, 3R 39 Juf U I SHidt fpan o Fevenl g

The constitutional implications of such digital informational access are correspondingly
amplified.

Wt f$fted FereTs uga & Yautfe fRfgard St erguma & 7 o 71

While revenue enforcement remains a legitimate and vital state function, its methods must
remain proportionate to the liberty of the interests they affect.

Y IoRG UdeH T 94 3R AU o8 BT §, Ihbh i 3 WaAdIef & SUrd & g
TR 9 IR d gu1d ST ¢ |

As investigative capacity expands into the digital space, the safeguards governing that
capacity must expand in equal measure.

SR ST & fefored e o fawaiiad gt 8, 39 Fafd & ara qRen Sur ot 9ue wu g
faaTia g =Tl

If digital search powers are to remain constitutionally valid, their exercise must satisfy
demonstrable constraints reflecting informational privacy doctrines.

gfe fefrea aameht widadl Yaue U I Y 381 €, & ST YarT Faredd Mu-gdr Rigial
&I yfafsfad o arelt Wy FH1sil B Igy ST A1

A constitutionally calibrated digital tax search should therefore be governed by the following
criteria: firstly, particularised scope, where authorisation should specify the digital accounts,
devices or data categories reasonably connected to the tax inquiry, preventing exploratory
access to unrelated personal material.
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e a1 ¥U F Aqferd f$foree o qemht Fafifad ArdsT grr ded g =iy vy,
fafR1y <TeRT, ST6T UIfeehRuT R Sid A Yot T A IS fefored @rd, Iushurar ei 4ot i
Ay o, difer srRiEfia fdaTa Il a% Qiegul Ugd AT o 9 |

Second, a necessity threshold, wherein digital search should be invoked only where less
intrusive statutory measures are inadequate or likely to fail.

fgdta, smaxadmar &t A, s fSfoea qamht Haa at 31 9N 99 $H TWATGR! e
U St Y ar fawet 8 &t FTaHT 8|

Third, a temporal and subject limitation where the examination of data should be confined to
relevant periods and subject matter linked to the investigation.

g, IHg 3R fawa &t A, o Se1 3t Siid dhad e fafd iR S ¥ 9 favg a&
RIECKT

Fourth, ensuring that mechanisms exist to segregate legally privileged or unrelated third-party
communications from investigative review.

=g, T8 YRR &A1 7 Bt ARwieR U a1 srisfeid R ue & TR & wird wHien @
3T B & g o Mopg 8|

Finally, making sure that search processes are recorded and reviewable in order to prevent
misuse.

3fqd:, I8 AT BT o qem=h ufchan gof SR THlen dwd gl difcs gouanT AehT o Jb |

Such criteria do not disable enforcement; they only work to align its exercise with
constitutional proport|onal|ty

ﬂ%ﬂgﬁ‘s’uﬁ?ﬁ fAfSra 78 R, 3 Had IHD WA DI FAUTHD UG & A1 TR
PRAG

A constitutional balance

Haue

Hger

The case thus presents a classic constitutional recalibration where we need to adapt inherited
statutory power to transformed technological realities.

Ig AT T IRUNS HaeTH GIger URgd PRl § ol [axrad § el denfids ifaaal o
gRafdd de-ite! IRAfdm sl & g gTaA & aRgdhdl g

The Court may uphold the statutory scheme while reading in digital safeguards or require
greater transparency in authorisation.

AT AUTAS G Bl RBIR @ gU fSRied JRem ST S TehdT § a1 WiemRor & e
URGRIAT &1 7N IR el |

What it cannot ignore is that digital searches implicate a deeper intrusion than their physical
predecessors.

ol a8 3MeT gt aR dhdll, I8 UE | o feforea aamsht ora wifde gdafdal &t gamm & siftre
TEX AT HT HHhd &l 3

The challenge in Vishwaprasad Alva therefore marks a constitutional moment in India’s
fiscal jurisprudence — the transition of tax searches from the spatial to the digital.

Y UHR Vishwaprasad Alva § T YR & ST 8 ARIRIRE § TH HaUT-D &0T Bl
fafed el § — PR damRn &1 Wide ¥ f$irea & dpmu|

Whether existing doctrine suffices for that transition or must evolve to preserve the balance
between revenue and liberty, will shape the future architecture of state power in the
information age.

1 Hivel RIgid S0 UhHUN & T it § 31 IoRd $iR Wddl & s Agad a4 38 8g
faRia g1 T1ieT, I8 a1 g1 H I RMfad &1 Hia™ IR &1 STHR |

The legitimacy of fiscal authority ultimately rests not only on its capacity to detect evasion, but
on the restraint with which it enters the citizen’s digital personhood.

3{Ad: IATH I YRIHRUT B AT Had HR ARY BT Tal A Bt 3BT &l W g, dfew
TR & fSfred afada & 1w Hrd Tag 39d o8 W o AR Fet 81
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SC to look into feasibility of NAT for blood transfusion

A HIE Iaq MU & AT NAT $t yaerddT St g B

SC to look into feasibility of
NAT for blood transfusion

Petitioner says safe blood transfusion is a fundamental part of right to life under Article 21

of the Constitution; Bench asks petitioner to file affidavit on whether State hospitals use NAT

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

has decided to look

into whether blood
banks should compulsorily
conduct Nucleic Acid Test
(NAT) for identification of
diseases.

NAT is a highly sensitive
molecular technique that
detects the genetic mate-
rial for viruses such as HIV,
Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C
in the blood.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant and
Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and Vipul M. Pancholi
asked advocate A. Velan,
counsel for petitioner-NGO
Sarvesham Mangalam
Foundation, about the
cost-effectiveness of NAT
compared with the more
commonly used Enzyme-
Linked Immunosorbent
Assay (ELISA) test.

The Chief Justice ques-
tioned if all the States
could afford NAT in go-
vernment blood banks and
hospitals. Mr. Velan said
the costs were compara-
tively low for NAT.

“Delhi can afford it. In
States who are struggling
hard to pay the salaries of
their employees or unable

NAT is a highly sensitive molecular technique that detects genetic
material for viruses such as HIV, in the blood. REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

to pay their electricity
charges... would this be
another financial burden
on them?” the Bench
asked.

The court asked the pe-
titioner to research more
on whether State hospitals
use NAT, if so, in how many
hospitals and in what
States. The Bench asked
the petitioner to file an affi-
davit with these details and
posted the case for further
hearing on March 13.

The petitioner argued
that the right to safe blood
transfusion was a funda-
mental part of the right to
life under Article 21 of the

Constitution. In addition,
the plea drew the court’s
attention to NAT as a me-
chanism to ensure the sup-
ply of safe and infection-
free blood to recipients.

‘Preventable tragedies’
The petitioner highlighted
the case of Thalassemia pa-
tients who require fre-
quent blood transfusion
and were vulnerable to
transfusion of infected
blood. The petition de-
scribed such medical mis-
haps as “preventable
tragedies”.

“Thalassemia is an inhe-
rited blood disorder which

is caused by the body’s in-
ability to produce enough
haemoglobin, the protein
in red blood cells that tran-
sports oxygen from the
lungs to the tissues and
carbon dioxide to the
lungs. As India is the Tha-
lassemia capital of the
world, there is a need to
strengthen blood safety
practices across the coun-
try...particularly the need
for a standardised test to
screen blood donations,”
the petition noted.

The case takes signifi-
cance in the background of
the reported case of at
least six children found to
be HIV positive in Madhya
Pradesh’s Satna allegedly
due to contaminated blood
transfusions at the district
hospital during treatment
for Thalassaemia in De-
cember 2025.

In October last year, the
family of a seven-year-old
Thalassemia patient had al-
leged that the local blood
bank in Chaibasa, in West
Singhbhum, Jharkhand,
had transfused HIV-infect-
ed blood. During an inqui-
ry, by a medical team, a
few days later, four more
children were found to be
HIV-positive from botched
blood transfusion.

03Mar. SC to look into feasibility of NAT for blood transfusion

AT BIE Iad MU & AT NAT FY agriar $t &g S

e Petitioner says safe blood transfusion is a fundamental part of right to life under Article 21 of
the Constitution; Bench asks petitioner to file affidavit on whether State hospitals use NAT

&1 B ¢ [ JRI&A Y sy WA & 3rgede 21 & dgd Sita- & UG HI
Td fewn g; fe 3 aifuereral ¥ U8 90 & A saH-H SIRId o &l Hel fob o1 Isd
ST NAT BT STUNT Hd &

e The Supreme Court has decided to look into whether blood banks should compulsorily
conduct Nucleic Acid Test (NAT) for identification of diseases.

U HIE 7 T 9 I 1 (01T o & o 1 Yo 9l 1 It vt UgaH & forg sifvyard &u
¥ foad TRIS 3¢ (NAT) TRAT 1T
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e NAT is a highly sensitive molecular technique that detects the genetic material for viruses
such as HIV, Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C in the blood.

NAT U 3afiies TagTefiet 3uifdes deb-iie @ i Iad & TaeiTsdl, uersfea ot v
tUersfey Wt R IRy & AR Uyt &1 udl T € |

e A Bench of Chief Justice of India Surya Kant and Justices Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul M.
Pancholi asked advocate A. Velan, counsel for petitioner-NGO Sarvesham Mangalam
Foundation, about the cost-effectiveness of NAT compared with the more commonly used
Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay (ELISA) test.

YR & P i1 Jepia SR o fd Srawrean anT 9uT faga . deiel & i
IRIBIHAN NGO HIR HIAH BTSSIE & Idid U, da § NAT &I ARTd-THTa=ied & IR H
%@%'r, S 3 AR TR IUANT fbT O aTet ToiTg H-RiTs sgANITae 3/ (ELISA) ¥ & o
I
e The Chief Justice questioned if all the States could afford NAT in government blood banks
and hospitals.

e et 3 ara far i Gt s WK Yad bt 3R Sruaral § NAT &1 8 387
qHhd gl

e Mr. Velan said the costs were comparatively low for NAT.
ot 399 3 FET b NAT B AT TS ©U Y FHH 3

o “Delhi can afford it.
feeaht 39 98 R gavdll

e In States who are struggling hard to pay the salaries of their employees or unable to pay their
electricity charges... would this be another financial burden on them?” the Bench asked.
S YT 30 HHATNRAT & I o a1 fororet! fod g & Tad e I8 ©... 1 I8 3 o Th
3R facita s g 01 3 g

e The court asked the petitioner to research more on whether State hospitals use NAT, if so, in
how many hospitals and in what States.

ST = ATfIBIHAT I T8 MY TR Bl BT [ FT AT SRUATA NAT HT ST R &, dfes
&1, dl forae sruaral § SofR o5 I H|

¢ The Bench asked the petitioner to file an affidavit with these details and posted the case for
further hearing on March 13.

e 7 AfeTehd! ¥ 37 fqav0l & T SABATH SIS H- B gl R AT BT 3T Fars
13 9T & T DI

e The petitioner argued that the right to safe blood transfusion was a fundamental part of the
right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution.

iyl 3 deb foar fob TR Xad snem o PR \iAe & 3rgwde 21 & ded Sliad &
IR BT 7 R ]

¢ In addition, the plea drew the court’s attention to NAT as a mechanism to ensure the supply of
safe and infection-free blood to recipients.

SUSD AT, AMaDHT & G BT & 59 3R [GAmn 71 {5 NAT UTddbaislt o gRig ik
TP HUT-Yad Yo JUdSY BRI Pl U aF g

‘Preventable tragedigs’

P YT Y FrAfear

e The petitioner highlighted the case of Thalassemia patients who require frequent blood
transfusion and were vulnerable to transfusion of infected blood.
ifaTad! 7 Aawitirar AR & THa B IR a1, forg TR-aR I5d 1M &1 STaRadhdl
It B 3R I Fepfird Tad & Ufa T 81 2

e The petition described such medical mishaps as “preventable tragedies”.
giferepT H Y fafdb iy g1aHl &1 ey ara ATt S |

e “Thalassemia is an inherited blood disorder which is caused by the body’s inability to produce
enough haemoglobin, the protein in red blood cells that transports oxygen from the lungs to
the tissues and carbon dioxide to the lungs.

YT T SHTIARIP I PR § Sl IR gRT G GRS Tgi &1 U & SR Il
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®, I 1 Yo HIRIBrail H U S a1 W § 3R s J SHdd! ab TS duT Sab!
I HHS! dP HIa SRIHRZS o Sl 5|
As India is the Thalassemia capital of the world, there is a need to strengthen blood safety

practices across the country...particularly the need for a standardised test to screen blood
donations,” the petition noted.

i YR B! fay B ASNAT ISR AT ST 8, STMAT =R H ot JR&f IUT Bl
TG B DI HAAH 5. ORI =Y I IFAGH P! ofid & T Th AP Ipd TRN&T01 B
SfTaRg el §,” ATrenT | HgT T

The case takes significance in the background of the reported case of at least six children

found to be HIV positive in Madhya Pradesh’s Satna allegedly due to contaminated blood
transfusions at the district hospital during treatment for Thalassaemia in December 2025.

g AT 39 U &1 gy o B T & Fora® I UeRT & 91 § HH J HH B8
T THeTSdl gifeTied uTe Y, Sfid aR W AR 2025 7 AR & IURR & SR forer
ST | gfNd Yo 31U & HRUT|

In October last year, the family of a seven-year-old Thalassemia patient had alleged that
the local blood bank in Chaibasa, in West Singhbhum, Jharkhand, had transfused HIV-
infected blood.

fOsd 99 siager B, Ard avfa ARAfET Ift & afar 3 sRiu T o1 i IREE & ufdm
Rigyd o1 & e & R 390 9 - TIATS AT WehTHd Yo Ia 1T ol

During an inquiry by a medical team, a few days later, four more children were found to be
HIV-positive from botched blood transfusion.

F3 fa1 91g T Rifdren EW gRT 9 & SRM, TR 3R 9= 7Ted Yad ST & HRU TI3Tadl
qifeffed UTg g
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