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03Mar. Three spectators gored to death at a bull chase event in T.N. 

                                                 

 Three spectators were gored to death by raging bulls during the manjuvirattu (bull chase) 

event at Araliparai in Sivaganga in Tamil Nadu on Monday. 

                                                           ज         (       )           

                                           । 

 As more than 600 bulls, which were released, charged through the venue, men, women and 

children spectators perched atop nearby hillocks witnessed the yearly event. 

         600                   ए औ                     ,     ,      ए  औ             

                  इ                             । 

 The police said three spectators, including an ice cream vendor, a migrant worker, lost their 
lives, and 95 others were injured after being gored by the bulls. 

                             ,       ए                औ  ए         ज            ,        

      औ  95                        ए। 

 The event was conducted as part of Bala Dhandayuthapani Swamy Temple‟s Masi Magam 
festival celebrations. 

                                                                                । 

 For over 200 years, the manjuvirattu has been organised on the 10th day of the festival. 

       200          ज         इ         10                            । 

 A total of 128 bulls from Sivaganga, Dindigul, Theni, Pudukkottai, Madurai and Tiruchi 
districts were released from the vadi-vasal (entry point). 

        ,         ,     ,         ,       औ                     128         -     (        )    

      ए। 

 More than 70 bull tamers participated in the event. 

 इ            70                                । 

 Additionally, over 500 bulls were released in surrounding fields. 

 इ          ,                   500                   ए। 

95 injured 

 95      

 The event turned fatal when bulls gored three individuals who were identified as 
Sundararajan, 34, of Pudukkottai district, Ramanathan, 23, of Madurai district and 
Jamalal Ji, 55, of Rajasthan. 

                                                                ,                      

 ज             ज  (34),        ज              (23) औ    ज       ज      ज  (55)          

  । 

 Further, 95 people were injured. 

 इ         , 95           ए। 

 Medical camps set up at the site provided initial treatment, while 18 individuals with severe 
injuries were rushed to Sivaganga and Singampunari government hospitals for advanced 

care. 
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          ए  ए                                         ,                       18        

           औ                                               ए         । 

 

 
03Mar. From lapis-laden trade routes to mass armies: the changing value of 
blue 

                           ज           :                       

 From the lapis-laden trade routes of the Bronze Age, blue travelled east and west, carrying 
with it power, devotion, and value. 

                 -                                 औ          ओ                  , 

    औ                   । 

 By the Kushan period, between the 2nd and 4th centuries CE, ultramarine pigment was 
extracted from Afghan lapis lazuli through a complex and painstaking process of crushing it 
carefully and treating it with beeswax to extract its colour. 

         ,       2       4                    ,                             ज       

     औ                                                                           । 

 The famous Kushan Buddha sculptures, known as the Bamiyan Buddhas, were colossal 

figures, carved into cliffs and painted with deep, lustrous blue. 

                    ए ,                             ,                   ,                        

औ      ,                            । 

 They were not merely artistic creations — they were cosmological statements. 

                               —                 ए     । 

 Blue marked divinity, enclosing sacred space, linking material effort with spiritual authority. 

                         ,                      औ                                 

        । 
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 The pigment was painstakingly prepared, expensive, and 
treasured; value was precisely tied to measurement. 

                                    ,       औ            ; 

इ                           । 

 By the Renaissance, blue had crossed continents and centuries 
to enter Europe‟s ateliers. 

   ज                               औ                            

                       । 

 Ultramarine was the most coveted pigment: Michelangelo 
applied it only sparingly, Raphael and Leonardo reserved it for the Virgin Mary‟s robes, 
while Titian used it to heighten divinity in his compositions. 

                            :        ज       इ                        ,       औ  

            इ     ज                     ए           ,                इ            ओ     

                 ए           । 

 Papal and noble patronage dictated its use, and painters could afford it only for top coats or 
sacred highlights.  
    औ              इ                             , औ         इ                           

            ए                  । 

 In this world, blue carried both economic and symbolic weight: to see it on canvas was to 
witness power, sanctity, and painstaking labour distilled into a single hue. 

इ                          औ                               :           इ            , 

       औ                 ए                             । 

 In the early 19th century, the Napoleonic Wars transformed this relationship. 

19                     ,                   इ                   । 

 Blue, still precious, was no longer solely symbolic. 

    ,                      ,                            । 

 The blue of European woad, cultivated locally for centuries, was pale, inconsistent, and 
labour-intensive. 

                   ,                                       ,     ,       औ          । 

 Indigo, imported through colonial routes, yielded a deeper, stable blue and could be scaled to 

mass armies. 

      ,    औ                          ,      औ                   औ  इ             ओ       ए 

                                   । 

 In choosing indigo, Napoleon aligned colour with efficiency, durability, and control. 

            इ                       ,         औ                । 

 Blue had become a matter of supply. 

                                । 

 European culture came to signify this break from sentimentality to the steadfast pursuit of 
utilitarian values. 

                                                                                 । 

 Uniforms were technologies of discipline. 

                            । 

 They rendered bodies legible, ranks visible, and allegiance unmistakable. 

                   ,               औ                           । 

 Blue functioned less as a bearer of meaning than as an instrument of order.  

                    औ                          । 

 This marks a pivotal moment in colour history: value was judged by performance under 
pressure rather than rarity, ritual, or resonance. 

       इ                      :                       ,                       ,             

                 । 

 Napoleon’s indigo exemplified this separation, as a pigment which gave divine legitimacy to 
governance became a resource of secular statecraft. 

            इ      इ                      ,                                             

   -                  । 
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 Napoleon’s eventual defeat only intensified this logic. 

                           इ         औ             । 

 Britain’s victory consolidated access to indigo plantations in India and the Caribbean and 

this coincided with a surge in large-scale historical painting. 

                      औ                                                      औ         

                                                    । 

 The Royal Academy of Arts exhibited canvases of battles, regiments, and fleets, skies 

heavy with smoke, uniforms rendered in precise blue. 

            ऑ                ,           औ                        ए,   ए              औ       

                         । 

 Painters required volumes of ultramarine far beyond natural supplies. 

                                                                     । 

 The pigment that had once been reserved for sacred imagery now strained under the weight 
of national memory and artistic ambition. 

                            ए          ,                   औ                            

        । 

 Necessity drove innovation. 

                              । 

 Between 1815 and 1825, the Royal Academy, as well as the French Société 
d‟Encouragement, offered a prize for the creation of a synthetic ultramarine as brilliant as 

lapis but affordable. 

1815    1825       ,      ए                           ‟     ज                          

                                 ए                   । 

 Jean-Baptiste Guimet succeeded within four years, with Christian Gmelin independently 

developing a parallel process in Germany. 

ज  -                                     ,                                               

               । 

 Synthetic ultramarine entered the market, stable, scalable, and less dependent on distant 
mines. 

                           ,       ,           औ                            । 

 Its creation marked the first major moment when colour production became industrial, yet 
motivated by artistic need. 

इ                                         औ         ,                               

  । 

 Goethe was the earliest to see the possibility of industrial production of synthetic colours. 

                     औ                                             । 

 In 1786, Goethe abruptly left his home in Weimar and abandoned courtly life to ponder some 
philosophical problems that were troubling him. 

1786      ए        इ               औ                                                 

    ओ                 । 

 As he travelled coastal Italy in 1787, he noticed a blue hue in the smoke that emerged from 

the chimneys of lime-burning brick kilns. 

1787               इ                     ,                                                       ए  

                 । 

 When he examined the walls of the chimney, he noticed that Lazurite, the active chemical 

which produced the Ultramarine pigment, was being unintentionally created in the quicklime 
factories. 

                                     ,              ज     ,                                

  ,                                     । 

 His colour theory provided the breakthrough which cascaded into broader industrial colour 
manufacture. 

                                        औ                                         । 

 By the late 19th century, chemists produced dyes at unprecedented scale; synthetic indigo 
followed in 1897, ending centuries of local cultivation. 
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19                                                                 ए; 1897          इ         , 

                                     । 

 Blue, once a marker of divine authority, ritual power, and scarcity, had become widely 
reproducible. 

    ,                  ,              औ                    ,                         

        । 

 Its value was now linked to economic and utilitarian criteria as much as aesthetic or symbolic 
ones. 

   इ              औ                                                                    

         । 

 Colour had become functional, industrial, and predictable. 

           , औ      औ                       । 

 Blue’s journey illustrates how colour evolves at the intersection of craft, belief, and 
administration. 

                                 ,     औ                                          । 

 In tracing its arc, we see not only the material history of a colour but the ongoing dialogue 
between meaning and utility, between what we revere and what we rely on. 

इ                      ए           ए               इ              ,         औ  

               ,     औ                                                । 

 

GS Paper II: International Relations 

TOPICS COVERED     03  March  2026 

03Mar India and Canada agree to $1.9 billion uranium deal as Carney meets 

PM Modi 

      औ               $1.9                          ,         

                            

03Mar Israel, the U.S. and a war to build a unipolar West Asia 

      ,         औ                                  

03Mar Rupture across the Durand Line 

                       

03Mar U.N. nuclear watchdog holds emergency meet in Vienna amid war in 

West Asia 
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03Mar. India and Canada agree to $1.9 
billion uranium deal as Carney meets 

PM Modi 

      औ               $1.9           

               ,                       

              

 India and Canada on Monday agreed to a 
$1.9 billion, 10-year uranium supply deal for 

Indian nuclear power reactors, and to conclude 
the Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA) this year, as Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi held talks with Canadian Prime 
Minister Mark Carney in New Delhi in an effort to 
establish “strategic trust” and reset ties ruptured 

over the past few years. 

      औ                                        

  ए          ए $1.9       , 10               

                            औ  इ           

                      (CEPA)                 

          ,                                     

                                        ,       

     “             ”            औ        

                                  । 

 However, issues over the killing of 
Canadian Khalistani activist Hardeep Singh Nijjar 

persisted after new reports that Canadian 
investigative agencies believe two officials in the 
Indian Consulate in Vancouver were linked to the 
case, a charge that India rejected. 

        ,                                     

                                  ,          

                                 ए                 

                                            

        इ                  ,                       

    । 

 After the talks between the Prime 
Ministers, India and Canada announced a number 
of agreements including a Strategic Energy 
Partnership in the fields of renewable energy, 

LPG and uranium supplies, and cooperation in critical and emerging technologies, as 
well as MoUs on education and culture. 

                                ,      औ                                 ,               

 ज                    ,              ज  ,     ज  औ                                  ,        

        औ                             औ                                          । 

 India-led alliance 

     -                  

 They also issued the “Terms of Reference” for the CEPA or free trade negotiations, aiming 
to double bilateral trade by 2030. 

        CEPA                         ए “    ऑ        ”           ए,          2030    

                              । 

 Canada also decided to join the India-led multilateral International Solar Alliance (ISA) and 
Global Biofuel Alliance as a member. 

              -                                        (ISA) औ                      

                                           । 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e8
 

 The two leaders discussed the escalation of the conflict in West Asia, although they didn’t put 

out any joint understanding on the issue. 

           ओ                                            ,         इ                             

       । 

 Mr. Modi described the situation as one of “deep concern” and called for “diplomacy and 
dialogue” to resolve it. 

                    “          ”               औ  इ                ए “        औ       ”    

         । 

 On Friday, Mr. Carney, who spent the weekend in Mumbai, issued a statement supporting the 
U.S.‟s strikes on Iran. 

          ,        ,                                ,                                         ए 

              । 

 Mr. Carney is the first Canadian Prime Minister to make a bilateral visit to India since his 
predecessor Justin Trudeau visited India in 2018, and then in 2023 to attend the G-20 
summit. 

         2018                 ज                      औ  2023    G-20                        

                                                            । 

 Both visits were fraught with tensions, especially over New Delhi’s concerns that the 
Canadian government is harbouring violent anti-India groups, including Khalistani leaders, 
and Ottawa’s accusations that Indian government officials are involved in “transnational 
repression” of these groups. 

           ए               ,                  इ                                         -

             ,                             ,                 , औ  ओ                       

               इ            “           ”            । 

 In a joint statement issued on Monday, India and Canada agreed to strengthen security 
cooperation in a number of areas, including addressing “violent extremism, terrorism, 
organised crime”, and called for an early meeting of the Joint Working Group on 
Counterterrorism, to follow recent talks between the National Security Advisers. 

                             ,      औ                                                    

          ,       “           ,        ,             ”                   , औ  

                                                               ,                           

                                     । 

Nijjar killing row 

                

 “Prime Minister Carney also underscored that Canada will continue to take measures to 
combat transnational repression,” a statement issued by Mr. Carney’s office said 

separately. 

                              ए                         “                                     

                                    ए                ।” 

 On Monday, The Globe and Mail, a Canadian newspaper, quoted official sources saying that 
the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) had “evidence” pointing to the 

involvement of two Indian officials at the Indian consulate in Vancouver in the Nijjar killing 
case, set to go to trial this year. 

          ,                                                                            

                  (CSIS)        “    ”                                             

                                           ओ  इ            ,              इ             । 

 In addition, Canadian newspaper The National Post reported a statement by the CSIS that it 
stands by a previous assessment that India is a “perpetrator of foreign interference and 
espionage against Canada”. 

 इ         ,                                 CSIS                        ए           

                                   “                            औ  ज             ” 

  । 

 When asked about the reports, Ministry of External Affairs Secretary P. Kumaran said India 

continues to reject all such charges. 
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    इ                            ,                           .                               

                       । 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

03Mar. Israel, the U.S. and a war to build a unipolar West Asia 

      ,         औ                                  

 On February 27, Oman’s Foreign Minister Badr bin Hamad Al Busaidi, who was mediating 
talks between the United States and Iran, told an American channel that a deal was within 

reach. 

27         , ओ                                      ,                      औ          

                            ,    ए                                       । 

 He said Iran had committed not to make a nuclear bomb “ever” and not to stockpile nuclear 
material. 

                      “      ”                   औ                                   

               । 

 The next day, the U.S. and Israel began bombing Iran, killing its Supreme Leader, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, and dozens of senior Iranian officials. 

        ,         औ                                    ,                      

                    औ                                            । 
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 Israel described the campaign as a “pre-emptive” war to remove “existential threats”, while 
U.S. President Donald Trump urged Iranians to “take over your government,” adding, “This 

will probably be your only chance for generations.” 

इ   इ     इ            “            ”               ए “    -    ”          ,              

                                  “                      ”              औ     , “        

             ए      ए              ।” 

 It was clear from the way the initial decapitation strike was carried out and the remarks issued 
by Mr. Trump and Mr. Netanyahu, that what the invading bloc wanted was regime change. 

             -                     औ                                                       

                            । 

 The Iranian government, despite the initial blow, has reorganised itself and is hitting back. 

                      ,                                           औ                         । 

 West Asia, as a result of the actions of Mr. Trump and Mr. Netanyahu, is witnessing one of its 
most perilous moments in the post-Second World War era — a conflict whose outcome will 
define the region for the decades to come. 

        औ                     इ                ,      ए                                    

                            ए                     —                                       

     ए                      । 

 After the 12-day war in June 2025, Mr. Trump announced that he had “obliterated” Iran’s 

nuclear programme. 

ज   2025    12-                 ,                                                        “     

      ”           । 

 Mr. Netanyahu declared a “historic victory”. 

             इ   “             ”           । 

 So, why did they start another war eight months later? 

                       ए  औ                  ? 

 Israel has always wanted regime change in Iran. 

इ   इ                                            । 

 For Tel Aviv, Iran is the only revisionist country that challenges its supremacy in West Asia. 

              ए,           ए                                        ए                      । 

 Arab countries, many of them hosting American bases or dependent on American aid, have 
either established direct ties with Israel or accepted to live with Israel’s militarism and its 
occupation of Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese territories. 

          ,                                                                              ,    

   इ   इ                                               ,         औ                        

    औ                                        । 

 But Israel sees Iran, a country of 90 million people with enormous economic potential and an 

advanced missile programme, as an existential threat. 

      इ   इ  9                   ,                  औ          इ                      

                             । 

 When then U.S. President Barack Obama signed the nuclear deal with Iran in 2015, his 

focus was on addressing Iran’s nuclear programme. 

                                        2015                                         ए, 

                                                       । 

 He believed that a non-nuclear Iran would be good news for West Asia, where a “cold peace” 
between Tehran and its adversaries would be established. 

                       -               ए          ए                ,             औ       

                 “         ”                 । 

 But, Israel had a different understanding. 

      इ   इ               । 

 Its problem was not merely Iran’s nuclear programme but its conventional might. 

                                                                         । 

 That is why Mr. Netanyahu opposed the 2015 deal with all his might. 

इ                     2015                                     । 
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Geopolitics of Iran 

          -  ज     

 In recent times, when the U.S. and Iran were engaged in talks, Israel had repeatedly called 
for a deal to include Iran’s missile programme and its support for non-state militias in the 
region. 

             ,            औ                      , इ   इ        -                              

       इ         औ            -                                           ए। 

 What Mr. Netanyahu wanted was a total disarmament of Iran — a demand no Iranian leader, 
except someone installed by Mr. Netanyahu in Tehran — can accept. 

                                           —                                                   

                                                 । 

 A Tehran-based security analyst told The Hindu on February 24 in unmistakable terms that 

Iran would not sign a deal with the U.S. on its nuclear programme. 

           ए                  24                                                       

                                    । 

 He said, “If Iran agrees to surrender its ballistic missiles today to avert war with the U.S., 
Israel will bomb us anyway a few months down the line. So, the question Iranians ask 
themselves is why should they give up their last deterrent?” 

          , “                                          ए                  इ              ,    

   इ   इ                                   । इ   ए                                        

                ?” 

 The only way Israel could meet all its objectives was to bring about a regime change. 

इ   इ                                                                    । 

 Regime change would also be geopolitically rewarding. 

               -                              । 

 Saddam Hussein‟s Iraq is gone. 

                                    । 

 Qadhafi‟s Libya is gone. 

                               । 

 Bashar al-Assad is in Moscow while a former jihadist is running Damascus. 

      -                            ए                             । 

 Hezbollah has been weakened. 

                         । 

 Hamas has been pushed to the ruins of Gaza. 

                                               । 

 The Arab countries are unlikely to do anything other than issue condemnation letters. 

                                                                 । 

 Iran is the last revisionist power standing. 

                                         । 

 If the Islamic Republic is taken down, the regional balance of power would shift, setting the 
stage for a unipolar West Asia, with Israel, fully backed by Washington, at its centre. 

    इ                                ,                           ए   औ  ए            

ए                   ए  ,                                            इ   इ      । 

 This is more about geopolitics and Israel’s own interests than about giving freedom to the 
Iranians. 

                                     -        औ  इ   इ                             । 

Decapitation strategy 

                               

 But there is one problem. 

      ए         । 
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 Iran, ring-fenced by tall mountains and roughly 70 times bigger than Israel, is a geographical 

fortress. 

                    औ  इ   इ          70               ए                 । 

 Israel alone cannot bring about regime change. 

     इ   इ                           । 

 Typically, regime changes are achieved through a ground invasion — even then it is not 
guaranteed. 

                                                    — औ        इ                    । 

 Israel pulverised Gaza, a strip of land sandwiched between Israel and the Mediterranean Sea 
for 24 months and killed at least 70,000 of its people, but has still not unseated Hamas. 

इ   इ     24           इ   इ  औ                                           औ        

   70,000                  ,                                    । 

 No country, including the U.S., wants to send ground troops to Iran. 

                                                            । 

 If an Iraq-style ground invasion is not possible, the other options are Libya or Syria. 

    इ   -                               ,                               । 

 But in Libya and Syria, there was armed opposition to the regime that led the battle on the 
ground. 

             औ                                                                । 

 In Libya, it took months-long bombing by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to 

topple Qadhafi’s regime. 

                                                                 । 

 In Syria, which fell into a disastrous civil war in 2012, it took 12 years for Mr. Assad to fall. 

      ,    2012                                  ,                       12        । 

 In Iran, there is no organised armed opposition. 

                                   । 

 So, what Israel tried to do in June 2025 and February 2026 was to carry out decapitation 

strikes — give a blow so heavy that the regime would not stand up and fight back. 

इ   ए इ   इ     ज   2025 औ        2026                                        —          

                                    । 

 In June 2025, the Iranians recovered from the initial shock fast and began hitting back. 

ज   2025   ,                                                          । 

 Mr. Netanyahu had said that regime change would be a desirable outcome of the war, but he 
had to ask for American help and then agree to a ceasefire after 12 days. 

                                                              ,                          

           औ      12                                    । 

 In February 2026, backed by a more willing U.S., Israel launched a much broader and more 
ambitious strike, killing Khamenei. 

      2026   ,      इ                       , इ   इ               औ                 

        ,                         । 

 Mr. Trump and Mr. Netanyahu want a quick, decisive victory. 

        औ            ए       औ                       । 

 But if they thought the assassination of the “leader of the revolution” would lead to the crowds 
jamming the streets and taking over the institutions bringing down the regime, that has not 
happened — not as yet. 

                            “             ”                                                

              ,                         । 

 Iran seems prepared for this moment, and is hitting back at American bases across the 
region, and Israel, widening the war. 

     इ          ए                   , औ                                     इ   इ           

                              । 

A regional war 
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 During the 2025 June war, Iran’s response was mainly focused on Israel. 

ज   2025                ,                       इ   इ             । 

 It launched a token strike on the U.S. base in Qatar following an American attack on its 

nuclear facilities and subsequently agreed to a ceasefire. 

                                                                                        

     औ                               । 

 But this time, Iran is hitting American bases across the Persian Gulf kingdoms and Israel. 

      इ     ,                               औ  इ   इ                                      । 

 Iranian missiles and drones have targeted a military base in Cyprus and a French base in the 
United Arab Emirates. 

          इ    औ                   ए          औ                      ए                 

               । 

 Iran has also announced the shutting of the Strait of Hormuz, the narrow chokepoint 

connecting the Persian Gulf with the Arabian Sea through which a third of the global energy 
supply flows. 

               ज                                    ,                                

                          औ                                          ए -                    । 

 This is a risky gamble. 

   ए                   । 

 In two days, Iran has regionalised the war. 

           ,                                 । 

 This is the all-out war almost all critics of Mr. Trump’s Iran policy had warned him about. 

                                                                                       । 

 The supporters of the war in Washington had said that Iran was bluffing. 

                                                      । 

 But it was not. 

                 । 

 If Iran continues to attack U.S. bases (some of them were hit hard) in the Gulf monarchies, 
these countries would be pressed to join the war. 

                                             (                             )                   

  ,                                  ए             ए   । 

 And if they do, the cross-Gulf conflict could have disastrous implications for energy trade, 
severely impacting the global economy. 

औ                 ,        -                          ए                            ,       

                                     । 

 A prolonged conflict would also mean that the missile defence shields that are currently 
protecting these bases, Israel and other American assets in the region, would be exhausted. 

                                       इ                    इ         , इ   इ  औ            

                                    ,              ए   । 

 This means that the clock is ticking fast for both sides. 

इ                              ए                       । 

 It is unclear whether Mr. Trump was prepared for a scenario in which the Iranian state 
survives the assault. 

                                          ए                          इ                    । 

 Washington and Tel Aviv aim to destroy Iran’s ballistic missile stockpiles and its launchers to 
blunt its firepower. 

         औ                                       इ        औ                        

                            । 

 But if Iran retains its strike capability and continues to widen the war, the pressure on Mr. 
Trump would intensify. 

                                 ए         औ                           ,               

          । 

 To be sure, there is a vast gap between the conventional strength of the U.S.-Israel alliance 
and that of Iran. 

           ,        -इ   इ         औ                                               । 
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 Yet, conventional superiority alone does not guarantee victory, which depends on clearly 
defined and attainable objectives. 

      ,                                             ,       औ                               

       । 

 If Mr. Trump seeks a swift and decisive triumph, Iran’s doctrine is built precisely to deny it. 

                 औ                       ,                                          ए          । 

 Mr. Trump wants to kill the guerrilla because, as Henry Kissinger would agree, the guerrilla 

wins if he does not lose. 

                                          ,                    ज           ,                 

                      । 
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 For the second time in six months, Pakistan and Afghanistan have engaged in an intense 
military clash. 

                               औ                                      । 

 Unlike the periodic clashes across the Durand Line during the last two decades when the 
U.S. was in Afghanistan, the latest clashes — first in October and now again last week — are 

significant. 

                                            ,                               -             

      ,             —               औ                —           । 

 Pakistan used air and missile strikes deep inside Afghanistan, including in Kabul and 
Kandahar, while the Taliban targeted multiple Pakistani military posts across the Durand 

Line. 

                 औ                                             औ      इ         ए, 

                        इ                                                । 

 Military and civilian casualties in these two attacks, last year’s and the ongoing one, have 
been high. 

इ             ,              औ                  ,        औ                                    । 

 The latest attacks come despite a ceasefire mediated by Turkiye and Qatar following the 
post-October 2025 clashes. 

                  2025                                 औ                   ए  ए 

                    ए   । 

 Following the latest military strikes, Pakistan’s Defence Minister declared that it would be an 
“open war” against Afghanistan. 

                                                                                 “        ” 

    । 

 What has happened between Pakistan and Afghanistan during the last six months? 

                           औ                           ? 

 After creating the Taliban in the 1990s and nurturing it ever since, even under intense 
American pressure until August 2021, why is Pakistan’s Deep State now going after its 

creation? 

1990                                  औ      2021                                    

                ,                                                         ? 

 Why has the Taliban, despite being supported by Pakistan and taking refuge within Pakistan 
during the U.S.-led war on terrorism, turned against its erstwhile mentor? 

       -                                                            औ               

                                                     ? 

 The two rounds of military clashes highlight a rupture in the bilateral relationship at three 
levels. 

                                                                       । 

 First, at the political level, between Islamabad and Kabul. 

    ,               ,          औ              । 

 Though the two countries had differences during the U.S.-led war in Afghanistan (2001-21), 

they were expected to be bridged when the Taliban captured Kabul immediately after the 
American exit in 2021. 

        2001-21           -                                               ,    2021            

                                                         इ                               । 

 Instead, despite multiple rounds of dialogue, the bilateral relationship has only worsened. 

इ        ,                ओ           ,              औ        ए   । 

 Pakistani Defence Minister’s declaration of an “open war” on Afghanistan signifies a political 
rupture. 

                                            “        ”                                   । 

 Second, there is a rupture between Pakistan’s Establishment and the Taliban leadership. 

     ,                      (Establishment) औ                              । 
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 From the mid-1990s, the political and military rise of the Taliban would not have happened 

without the Pakistan Establishment’s support. 

1990                                     औ                                           

                 । 

 Successive military and ISI chiefs supported the Taliban. 

           औ                                        । 

 Today, under new military and ISI leadership in Pakistan, that link remains ruptured. 

  ,             ए     औ    ए                                    । 

 Islamabad would not have declared an “open war” without Rawalpindi‟s approval. 

                            इ        “        ”                   । 

 Third, there is a widening rupture between the people of Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

     ,           औ                                               । 

 During the last few years, there has been an intense debate over deporting the Afghans, who 
have arrived in Pakistan during different phases, and made the country their home. 

                                                              ,                            ए 

औ                      । 

 Ever since the current Pakistani government began actively pushing them back, there has 
been an intense resistance from Afghanistan and the Taliban. 

                                                                    ,                 

औ             ओ                    । 

 However, within Pakistan, there was no major societal debate, contrary to the state’s position. 

                                                                           । 

 Though a small section of Pakistan seeks to build consensus on the issue, it remains a 
minority voice. 

                ए           इ                                      ,                  

              । 

 Beyond the political and military rupture across the Durand Line, the societal divide will haunt 

the two nations for generations to come, as this alliance was forged over centuries. 

                           औ                 ,                                             

                     ,                                । 

Origins of the divide 

    ज          

 In August 2021, when the U.S. left Afghanistan and the Taliban took over immediately after 
that, the ISI chief was among the first foreign leaders to visit Kabul in September. 

    2021                                 औ                             ,           

                                               ओ       । 

 In Rawalpindi, there was a sense of achievement that finally their boys were back in Kabul, 

and an expectation that the relationship would rapidly improve. 

                                                            ए   , औ                          

        । 

 Pakistan expected Kabul would control the Tehrik-e-Taliban-Pakistan (TTP) and that they 

would even force its leadership to surrender. 

                                 - -       -        (TTP)                  औ       

                           ए            । 

 On the contrary, as the data would prove, there was an increase in militant activities in the 
tribal regions of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa during 2022-25. 

इ          ,                  2022-25                                                 

                     । 

 During this period, Pakistan was divided over how to respond to the TTP threat. 

इ                  TTP                                         । 

 Under Imran Khan, the political and military leadership pursued a more carrot-and-stick 

approach towards the TTP. 

                                 औ               TTP             औ                   । 
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 After his exit, and under the current Army chief, Pakistan shifted to a military approach 
towards the Taliban and the TTP. 

                 औ                          ,                    औ  TTP                   

         । 

 Besides this, Kabul’s support, or its inability to control the TTP, is an important factor for the 
fallout. 

इ         ,               ,    TTP                              , इ                   

       । 

 However, the differences between Pakistan’s Establishment and the Taliban started much 
earlier, when Pakistan’s Deep State was under pressure from U.S. Admiral Mike Mullen‟s 
hard-hitting statement that the Taliban (the Haqqani network in particular) was the “veritable 

arm of the ISI.” 

       ,                      औ                                            ए   ,    

                                                   इ                                 

(                        ) “  ए                  ”   । 

 Though the ISI did not give up the top leadership of the Taliban and al Qaeda, several 

second-rung leaders got arrested or handed over to the U.S. 

          ए               औ    -                                ,                    ओ     

                                           । 

 While the U.S. accused the ISI of playing a double game, similar sentiments grew within the 
Taliban as well. 

                ए                                    ,                                  

        ए। 

 When the U.S. wondered why Pakistan was unwilling to give up on the Taliban, many within 

Pakistan would cite sociological reasons for the long-standing ties. 

                                                    ए              ,                    

                                          ए                                 । 

 In the tribal regions, they would say, giving refuge and defending that decision was least 
understood by the West. 

                                         औ                                                

   । 

 Perhaps, Pakistan ignores or does not want to appreciate the same reason today. 

                                                                      । 

 The Afghan Taliban do not want to give up today’s TTP members, who gave refuge to them 
when they were running and hiding before 2021. 

                    TTP                          ,         2021                    औ  

                            । 

 Another factor is the Islamic State in Khorasan for not wanting to give up the TTP. 

ए                                  ,            TTP             इ          । 

 The Taliban — whether in Afghanistan or in Pakistan — has never been monolithic. 

        —                                    —        ए               । 

 Different tribes and sub-tribes fought along the Taliban and the TTP banner then; today, a 
section sees the Islamic State as a better banner and ideologically closer. 

                   औ    -                  औ  TTP                 ;    ए             

             औ                                  । 

 For the Afghan Taliban, an expansion of the IS-Khorasan is a bigger threat, hence it does not 
want to antagonise the TTP. 

                   ए     -                            , इ   ए    TTP               

          । 

 Kabul also blames Pakistan for externalising its internal threat. 

                                                                      । 

 Given the terrorist infrastructure and the ideological support base within Pakistan, it is not 
going to be an easy task for the political and military leadership to address militancy within. 

                                     औ                               ए,          औ      

           ए                                      । 
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 However, blaming Afghanistan and India would be an easy strategy to externalise an 
internal problem that Pakistan had cultivated since the 1980s. 

       ,           औ                                                                

    ,                 1980                         । 

 What now lies in tatters is both the Pakistan-Taliban relationship and, more importantly, the 
age-old societal links, along with Pakistan’s carefully cultivated strategic depth narrative. 

                             -              औ                                     

             ,                                                                  । 

 For Pakistan, Afghanistan should now be a strategic trap that it would want to avoid. 

             ए              ए                       ए,                     । 

 The Afghan-Pakistan relationship would remain conflict-prone. 

     -                   -             । 

An unequal battlefield 

                

 There is an inherent asymmetry between Pakistan and Afghanistan in terms of military, 
economic, and political strength. 

        औ                      ,       औ    ज                              

          । 

 Militarily, the Taliban is no match to Pakistan’s armed forces. 

                                      ओ                         । 

 Without an air force or navy, it can never fight an “open war” with Pakistan. 

                           ,                   “        ”             । 

 While Pakistan’s air force and missiles provide the reach to strike deep inside the Afghanistan 
territory, the Taliban has a limited arsenal to hit deep inside Pakistan. 

                          औ      इ                                                       , 

                                                            ए                । 

 Though there is an expectation that drone warfare would provide a level playing field for the 
Taliban, it could only cover a limited geography, east of the Durand Line. 

                                                         ,                                  

                             । 

 Though Pakistan’s economy has also been facing challenges, Afghanistan’s is worse. 

                                                       ,                             

  । 

 As a landlocked country, it is dependent on the Karachi port for almost everything. 

  -                                        ए                          । 

 On trade, Afghanistan is more dependent on Pakistan and not vice versa. 

                                                    ,         । 

 Unless Afghanistan finds alternate routes that could bring goods in substantial numbers, 
Pakistan can strangulate Afghanistan by closing the passes. 

                                 ए            ए                        ,                    

                              । 

 The Taliban’s global outreach is also limited. 

                                 । 

 Pakistan today has a regional clout, especially in West Asia, and the current leadership has a 
better equation with U.S. President Donald Trump. 

                           ,                      , औ                                  

                                । 

 Perhaps the new status of Mr. Trump’s “good general” in Pakistan provides Rawalpindi with 

more space to be more adventurous in the region than previous military leaders. 

                          “        ”                                                ओ           

                                        । 

 This would also mean Pakistan can play tougher in negotiations. 

इ                                   ओ                              । 
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 Given these asymmetries, if the Taliban has to respond, it would engage in not-so “open 
wars” with Pakistan. 

इ         ओ            ए,                               ,                           “        ” 

              । 

 Besides its willingness to control the TTP, the Taliban’s capacity and its strategic calculation 
would limit its response vis-à-vis what Pakistan wants on the TTP. 

TTP                         इ           ,                 औ                         

                      ,                                TTP            । 

 What would this mean for the future of Pakistan-Afghanistan relations and stability across 
the Durand Line? 

          -                          औ                           ए               ? 

 A tough question for the two countries, and for the region. 

               औ                ए ए            । 

 

03Mar. U.N. nuclear watchdog holds emergency meet in Vienna amid war in 
West Asia 

                                                                               

 The U.N. nuclear watchdog held an emergency meeting in Vienna on March 2 at the request 
of Russia and Iran to address the fallout from the U.S.-Israeli military strikes. 

                                      2                                     ,       औ  

                         -                                        ए         । 

 In a statement authored by its director-general Rafael Grossi, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) said the agency currently has “no indication” that any of Iran’s 
nuclear installations were damaged or hit. 

 इ                                                              ज    ज    (IAEA)           

                                                                                         

          । 

 These include the Bushehr nuclear power plant, a research reactor in Tehran, and other 

nuclear fuel cycle facilities. 

 इ                   ज        ,           ए             ए   औ                          ए  

        । 

 The statement also said regional monitoring networks have detected no elevation in radiation 
levels above normal background levels in the countries bordering. 

                                                                                           

                          । 
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 However, the IAEA said that its efforts to contact Iranian nuclear regulatory authorities 

have been met with a communications blackout and they have received no response from 
Tehran so far. 

        , IAEA                                                                            

औ                                          । 

 However, Iran’s ambassador to the IAEA, Reza Najafi, contradicted the U.N. watchdog. 

        , IAEA                     ज   ज                     इ                           । 

 Speaking to reporters outside the March 2 meeting, Mr. Najafi alleged that the U.S. and 
Israeli airstrikes did target and hit the country’s Natanz uranium enrichment facility. 

 2                                           ए,                                   औ  

                                   ज                                        औ             

    । 

 Thus far, Iran has not provided evidence to the public or the IAEA to confirm this damage. 

      ,         इ                      ए         IAEA                         । 

Iran‟s justification 

         औ    

 Iran has a history of using foreign strikes as a justification to halt IAEA oversight. 

         इ                                   IAEA                  औ             इ      

       । 

 Following the strikes in mid-2025, the Iranian government passed a law suspending all 
cooperation with the IAEA, citing the need to protect its territorial integrity and scientists. 

 2025           ए             ,                             औ                              

      ए IAEA                                                     । 

 Now, if the Natanz facility was not actually damaged or if the damage was unrelated to the 
facility’s nuclear core, claiming a new attack could give Tehran domestic and legal cover to 

continue to bar IAEA inspectors. 

   ,                                                                               ,     ए      

                  IAEA                        ए       औ                        । 

 Iran can also potentially rally diplomatic support from allies like Russia and China and allow 
Tehran to accuse the U.S. and Israel of violating international law and recklessly risking a 

regional nuclear disaster, turning the world’s focus away from its own enrichment efforts.  

                             औ                                        औ            

इ   इ                                                                                 , 

                                                    । 

 An unprovoked attack on nuclear infrastructure could also create rationale for Iran to enrich 
uranium to higher levels in “self-defense” and restrict information, framing these measures 

as necessary for security. 

                                             “     ”                                    

औ                                          । 

 Iran and its allies have often accused the IAEA of having a political agenda, with Iran 

maintaining for many years that the U.S., the U.K., France, and Germany weaponise the 
watchdog to issue “unbalanced, inaccurate, and politically motivated” reports based on 
“falsified” intelligence given by Israel. 

      औ                        IAEA      ज       ज                         , औ       

                                  ,      ,      औ        इ                “        ,     

औ    ज                 ”                       ए        ,    “ ज ”                

ज                        । 

 In recent years, these accusations have escalated from claims of bias to outright accusations 
of espionage, with hardline Iranian politicians labelling the IAEA “Israel‟s official spy” last 

year. 

                                     ज                              ए   , औ                

    ओ               IAEA    “                   ज    ”    । 
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 the Iranian government also claimed its intelligence agencies had documents proving Mr. 
Grossi was secretly collaborating with Western intelligence and that the IAEA leaked the 
coordinates of Iran’s nuclear sites and the identities of its scientists to help Israel and the U.S. 
coordinate their airstrikes during the Twelve-Day War. 

                                               ए                                              

                        ए                                         औ  IAEA                   

                 औ                           ,       इ   इ  औ                -          

                       । 

 Ironically, the U.S. actually helped start Iran’s nuclear programme in the 1950s to promote 

peaceful energy. 

                             1950                                             ए                

                            । 

 However, everything changed after the 1979 Islamic Revolution, when the two nations 

became bitter enemies. 

        , 1979                                      औ                         ए। 

 Tensions escalated in the early 2000s when the world discovered Iran had secretly built 
hidden nuclear facilities, including the enrichment plant at Natanz. 

      2000                                                                            

      ए         ,           ज                            । 

 Washington feared Tehran was secretly trying to build a nuclear bomb while Iran insisted its 
programme was for electricity and medicine. 

                                                           ,                          

         ज   औ              ए   । 

Inconsistent messaging 

             

 However, the messaging before, during, and after the 2025 conflict was confusing. 

        , 2025                 ,       औ                                । 

 Leading up to the clash, U.S. and Israeli officials strongly hinted they might bomb Iran’s 
nuclear sites to stop Tehran from building a bomb. 

              ,         औ  इ   इ                                                              

                                                        । 

 But later, the two countries were unusually quiet about what they actually hit, likely trying to 
avoid sparking an all-out regional war. 

             ,           इ                                                                 , 

                                   ए। 

 Iran’s messaging was even more inconsistent. 

               औ                  । 

 First, state media claimed Iran’s air defences had thwarted the attack and that no nuclear 
sites were touched. 

     ,                                                                        औ          

                           । 

 Soon after, however, officials heavily suggested their nuclear facilities were targeted. 

 इ             ,                                               ओ                        । 

 The mixed messaging could have been intentionally designed to allow Iran to look strong to 
its own people by claiming a military victory while playing victim on the world stage. 

                                                                                औ            

                           । 

 Tehran also used the confusion to blame the West for risking a nuclear disaster. 

           इ                                                ए                       । 

 Today, the nuclear question is the engine driving the ongoing conflict: Iran acquiring a 
nuclear weapon is a red line for the U.S. and Israel even as U.S. President Donald Trump‟s 

cryptic plans and Israel’s unchecked aggression have prompted Iran to act to defend the 
regime’s existence. 
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   ,             इ                           :                                          औ  

इ   इ       ए            ,                                                ओ  औ  इ   इ  

                                            ए                           । 

 And Tehran believes pushing closer to a nuclear weapon is the only way to deter foreign 
attacks and protect its government from being overthrown. 

 औ                                                                              औ       

                  ए             । 

 As long as both sides hold these firm beliefs, Iran’s nuclear sites will remain the spark 
keeping this conflict alive. 

                इ          ओ               ,                   इ                           

                 । 
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03Mar. Rethinking tax searches for the digital age 

   ज                                    

 The Supreme Court in Vishwaprasad Alva vs Union of India (2026) confronts a 
constitutional question transcending taxation: the lawful reach of sovereign power into the 
informational life of citizens. 

              Vishwaprasad Alva      Union of India (2026)                  ए            

                   :                                                  । 

 Section 132 of the Income Tax Act, historically authorising entry into premises and seizure 
of undisclosed assets, now has been extended to “computer systems” and “virtual digital 
space” such as smartphones, cloud accounts, and communication archives. 

                     132,                                   औ                         

                 ,    “           ” औ  “                 ”             ,            औ  

                                     । 

 A search architecture forged for cupboards and ledgers now claims access to devices that 
contain information beyond tax inquiries. 

          औ      -         ए                                                           

                                    । 

From the physical to the digital 

            ज      

 The petitioner anchors the challenge in Puttaswamy‟s recognition of informational privacy as 

intrinsic to dignity. 

                                                                                      

                          । 

 Digital devices differ qualitatively from ledgers. 

                              -             । 

 A phone contains years of intimate medical and professional confidences unrelated to tax 
liability. 

ए                             औ                                                             । 

 Unrestricted access converts a specific fiscal search into general exploratory intrusion, 
disproportionate to its aim. 

               ए                                                            ,         

                         । 

 The anticipatory “reason to believe” embedded in Section 132 was historically tolerated 

against evasion but now authorises entry into entire informational ecosystems. 

     132                        “             ”                                           

      ,                                                                 । 

 Further, authorisation confined to the executive, and secrecy of recorded reasons impair 
meaningful review under Articles 14 and 21. 

इ          ,                                  औ                                14 औ  

21                                          । 

 The ideas that survived scrutiny in the 1974 Pooran Mal judgment, which upheld the 

constitutionality of search and seizure provisions in the Income Tax Act, demand recalibration 
in the post-Puttaswamy order. 

1974                                                    औ                              

                 ,                                            । 

 The Union’s defence rests on settled doctrine sustaining Section 132 as a structured anti-

evasion power. 

                  इ                                    132 ए           -                

  । 

 Section 132’s authorisation rests on information and a recorded “reason to believe” by senior 
officers. 

     132                    औ                           “             ”             । 
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 Courts will review jurisdictional conditions only to ensure relevant material exists, as 
reaffirmed in Laljibhai Mandalia (2022). 

                                                                                           

  ,         Laljibhai Mandalia (2022)                   । 

 Technological expansion, it contends, does not alter this statutory discipline. 

                                इ                               । 

 Anticipatory search under clause (b) remains necessary against evasion’s digital fragility: 
electronic devices may be erased, encrypted or transferred before summons operate. 

    (b)                                        -                                        : 

इ                                         ए, ए                    ए           । 

 This makes Pooran Mal endure as an authority sustaining intrusive search for fiscal 

enforcement. 

इ                                                      ए                                 

       । 

Proportional safeguards 

                    

 The Bench’s preliminary observations indicate that the dispute will not turn on the existence of 
search power but on its constitutional calibration in the digital domain. 

                                                                                           

                                   । 

 The Court has recognised that electronic devices may be destroyed if advance notice is given 
yet has also acknowledged that anticipatory searches under clauses (b) and (c) demand a 
higher degree of satisfaction and scrutiny. 

                                              इ                    ए           ,           

                  (b) औ  (c)                                    ए                 औ       

       । 

 The central question is thus whether a framework designed for physical documents can 
adequately regulate devices containing the informational totality of an individual’s affairs. 

इ                                              ए                                 

                                                                            । 

 A single device contains vast historical data, reveals networks of third-party interactions, 
preserves years of behaviour, and can be copied in its entirety. 

ए                                         ,                        ओ                   

       ,                               , औ  इ                                  । 

 The constitutional implications of such digital informational access are correspondingly 
amplified. 

                                                                      । 

 While revenue enforcement remains a legitimate and vital state function, its methods must 
remain proportionate to the liberty of the interests they affect. 

                ए      औ                     ,                     ओ                    

    ए                        । 

 As investigative capacity expands into the digital space, the safeguards governing that 
capacity must expand in equal measure. 

    -                                            ,                                                

                 ए। 

 If digital search powers are to remain constitutionally valid, their exercise must satisfy 
demonstrable constraints reflecting informational privacy doctrines. 

                                                   ,                                        

                              ओ                    ए। 

 A constitutionally calibrated digital tax search should therefore be governed by the following 
criteria: firstly, particularised scope, where authorisation should specify the digital accounts, 
devices or data categories reasonably connected to the tax inquiry, preventing exploratory 
access to unrelated personal material. 
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ए                                                                                  ए:    , 

           ,                                                        ,                          

          ,                                                      । 

 Second, a necessity threshold, wherein digital search should be invoked only where less 
intrusive statutory measures are inadequate or likely to fail. 

     ,               ,                                  ए                         

                                          । 

 Third, a temporal and subject limitation where the examination of data should be confined to 
relevant periods and subject matter linked to the investigation. 

     ,     औ              ,                                      औ                       

        । 

 Fourth, ensuring that mechanisms exist to segregate legally privileged or unrelated third-party 
communications from investigative review. 

     ,                                                                                          

              ए              । 

 Finally, making sure that search processes are recorded and reviewable in order to prevent 
misuse. 

     ,                               ए      औ                                        । 

 Such criteria do not disable enforcement; they only work to align its exercise with 
constitutional proportionality. 

                                   ;                                                          

       । 

A constitutional balance 

                 

 The case thus presents a classic constitutional recalibration where we need to adapt inherited 
statutory power to transformed technological realities. 

         ए                                                                                  

                        ओ                             । 

 The Court may uphold the statutory scheme while reading in digital safeguards or require 
greater transparency in authorisation. 

                                     ए                                                  

                            । 

 What it cannot ignore is that digital searches implicate a deeper intrusion than their physical 
predecessors. 

                           ,                                                                  

                           । 

 The challenge in Vishwaprasad Alva therefore marks a constitutional moment in India’s 
fiscal jurisprudence — the transition of tax searches from the spatial to the digital. 

इ       Vishwaprasad Alva                                      ए                  

              —                                     । 

 Whether existing doctrine suffices for that transition or must evolve to preserve the balance 
between revenue and liberty, will shape the future architecture of state power in the 
information age. 

                 इ             ए                  औ                          ए           

                ए,                                                    । 

 The legitimacy of fiscal authority ultimately rests not only on its capacity to detect evasion, but 
on the restraint with which it enters the citizen’s digital personhood. 

                                                                              ,     

                                                                    । 
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03Mar. SC to look into feasibility of NAT for blood transfusion 

                           NAT                ज          

 Petitioner says safe blood transfusion is a fundamental part of right to life under Article 21 of 
the Constitution; Bench asks petitioner to file affidavit on whether State hospitals use NAT 

                                                           21                          

           ;                                    ए                                     

      NAT                  

 The Supreme Court has decided to look into whether blood banks should compulsorily 
conduct Nucleic Acid Test (NAT) for identification of diseases. 

                                                                                   ए            

                  (NAT)          ए। 
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 NAT is a highly sensitive molecular technique that detects the genetic material for viruses 
such as HIV, Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C in the blood. 

 NAT ए                                                ,               औ  

                                                          । 

 A Bench of Chief Justice of India Surya Kant and Justices Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul M. 
Pancholi asked advocate A. Velan, counsel for petitioner-NGO Sarvesham Mangalam 
Foundation, about the cost-effectiveness of NAT compared with the more commonly used 
Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay (ELISA) test. 

                              औ           ज                         .                  

           NGO                              ए.         NAT        -                     

    ,                        ए             ज   -                     (ELISA)              

     । 

 The Chief Justice questioned if all the States could afford NAT in government blood banks 
and hospitals. 

                                                        औ             NAT            

       । 

 Mr. Velan said the costs were comparatively low for NAT. 

                   NAT                            । 

 “Delhi can afford it. 

 “     इ                 । 

 In States who are struggling hard to pay the salaries of their employees or unable to pay their 
electricity charges… would this be another financial burden on them?” the Bench asked. 

                                                                           …              ए ए  

औ                ?”            । 

 The court asked the petitioner to research more on whether State hospitals use NAT, if so, in 
how many hospitals and in what States. 

                                                           NAT                 ,     

   ,                     औ              । 

 The Bench asked the petitioner to file an affidavit with these details and posted the case for 
further hearing on March 13. 

                      इ                                           औ                       

13              । 

 The petitioner argued that the right to safe blood transfusion was a fundamental part of the 
right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

                                                                      21                

                     । 

 In addition, the plea drew the court’s attention to NAT as a mechanism to ensure the supply of 
safe and infection-free blood to recipients. 

 इ         ,                        इ  ओ                NAT        ओ            औ  

     -                     ए        । 

„Preventable tragedies‟ 

 „                   ‟ 

 The petitioner highlighted the case of Thalassemia patients who require frequent blood 

transfusion and were vulnerable to transfusion of infected blood. 

                                                        ,         -                      

        औ                                       । 

 The petition described such medical mishaps as “preventable tragedies”. 

                                 “                   ”          । 

 “Thalassemia is an inherited blood disorder which is caused by the body’s inability to produce 
enough haemoglobin, the protein in red blood cells that transports oxygen from the lungs to 
the tissues and carbon dioxide to the lungs. 

 “           ए                                                                               
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  ,                 ओ                             औ                                     

                     इ   इ            । 

 As India is the Thalassemia capital of the world, there is a need to strengthen blood safety 
practices across the country…particularly the need for a standardised test to screen blood 

donations,” the petition noted. 

                                   ज                 , इ   ए                             

                       …                                ए ए                    

         ,”                  । 

 The case takes significance in the background of the reported case of at least six children 
found to be HIV positive in Madhya Pradesh’s Satna allegedly due to contaminated blood 
transfusions at the district hospital during treatment for Thalassaemia in December 2025. 

                                                                                     छ  

              ज          ,                    2025                                      

                              । 

 In October last year, the family of a seven-year-old Thalassemia patient had alleged that 
the local blood bank in Chaibasa, in West Singhbhum, Jharkhand, had transfused HIV-
infected blood. 

                   ,                                                                       

                                                                    । 

 During an inquiry by a medical team, a few days later, four more children were found to be 
HIV-positive from botched blood transfusion. 

               ए                               ,     औ                          ए      

          ए  ए। 

 


